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ODE TO THE 
ZUCCHINI 
by Andrea Harrison 
think that 9 shall never see 
a plant as great as zucchini: 
with rapid growth it soon explodes, 
soaks up the sun, with fruit o erflows. 
rom one lone seed, from flowers unfurled, 
come more small seeds.. ..couldfeed the worldl 
S3nd not unlike this plant so free, 
the church, if itjust would, could be, 
to feed the poor with seeds of truth, 
yet for some reason stays aloof, 
like those whose nose upturnedyou see, 
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Top Ten Explanations For This Picture 
10. Finalists in a Joe Paterno look-alike contest. 
9. The cover for the new BIC Fashion magazine. 
8. An optometrist's paradise. 
7. Finalists in the "shiny forehead" contest. 
6. An attempt at male bonding. 
5. Photo in a Paul Hostetler slide show illustrating the diversity 
of the Brethren in Christ. 
4. Senior citizen Bible quiz contestants poised to begin compe-
tition. 
3. Bishops judging the Messiah Village talent show, featuring 
Arthur Climenhaga's rousing romp through the tongue-twist-
ing "Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious." 
2. Guinness Book of Records oldest living set of quintuplets. 
1. Cover art for the bishops' soon-to-be-released JUBILEE 
music CD. 
Top Ten Possibilities For What 's Being Said In This Picture 
10. "Don't anybody move. I can catch this fly." 
9. "Let's keep talking long enough to make the delegates really 
nervous." 
8. "Just follow my hand, Don . . . you're getting sleepy, very 
sleepy." 
7. "On the contrary, Dave, I think your new deodorant smells 
more like nachos with cheese." 
6. "I haven't the slightest idea what this means." "Well, make 
up something." 
5. "The secret in karate is holding your wrist stiff—like this." 
4. "Wow, Dave, you're right! Your thumb really is missing!" 
3. "Let me show you guys my new cufflinks with the Brethren 
in Christ logo on them." 
2. "If I'm the moderator, how come you all get to sit for all 
these little huddles while I have to stand?" 
1. "I'm telling you for the last time, Dave—let go of my tie!" 
At the recent Renewal '95 retreat for pastors and spouses, the Monday night program 
featured a great deal of light-hearted activities. Among the highlights were several "top 
ten" lists, including alternate captions for these two pictures taken during the July 1994 
General Conference. The top picture actually shows the present group of bishops; the 
lower picture is of Dave Zercher (recording secretary), Don Shafer (general secretary), 
Harvey Sider (moderator) and Ken Hoke (assistant moderator) conferring during a busi-
ness session of Conference. 
Persons who were present at Renewal '95 will note that the following "top ten " lists 
have been modified slightly for publication purposes. 
The regular "Special People" column profi les a wide variety of 
Brethren in Christ members of all ages and from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a short article about s o m e "Special 
Person" you would like to introduce to Visitor readers. Articles 
should be typewritten, preferably 300-400 words, and must 
have the approval of the person being profiled. If your article is 
accepted for publication, w e will contact you to secure a photo 
for publication (which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550 . 
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God 
by Jay McDermond 
and the 
absurdity of life 
COULD JESUS poss ibly say the words recorded in Ma t thew 23 :23-24 wi thout at least a hint of a grin on his face, whi le his disciples 
snickered at the imagery? 
"How terrible for you, teachers of the Law and Pharisees! You 
hypocrites! You give to God a tenth even of the seasoning herbs, 
such as mint, dill, and cumin, but you neglect to obey the really 
important teachings of the Law, such as justice and mercy and 
honesty. These you should practice, without neglecting the others. 
Blind guides! You strain a fly out of your drink, but swallow a 
camel!" (Good News Bible) 
W h o would hire a bl ind guide or avoid eat ing a little bug, but swal-
low a big, hairy, smelly came l? 
A cheerful heart 
is good 
medicine, 
but a crushed 
spirit dries up 
the bones. 
Proverbs 17:22 
IBELIEVE JESUS h a d a s e n s e o f humor because God also has a 
sense of humor. You can't look at a 
wildebeest or warthog without enter-
taining the possibility that God likes 
to laugh. Moreover, I do not believe 
we can read Exodus 3 and 4 without 
realizing God has a great sense of 
humor. In particular, I think God 
likes "comedy of the absurd." 
I first experienced "absurd come-
dy" in the early '70s when I stum-
bled across the British comedy team 
"Monty Python's Flying Circus." 
The skit I saw was entitled "Philoso-
phers' International Football: Ger-
many vs. Greece." Basically the 
viewer was to believe he was watch-
ing a soccer match between teams 
consisting of German and Greek 
philosophers. On the German team 
were such famous men as Hegel, 
Nietzsche, and Schleiermacher. For 
the Greeks, Plato played goal and 
Socrates was the center forward. 
Instead of wearing soccer uniforms, 
the Greeks dressed in togas while the 
Germans wore fashionable clothing 
hailing from the time period in which 
a given philosopher lived. 
Once the referee began the match, 
instead of a quick start, all the "play-
ers" simply walked around stroking 
their beards and scratching their 
heads—obviously lost deep in 
thought, as one would expect from a 
philosopher. Suddenly Socrates had 
an idea. He began kicking the ball 
and darting between the reflective 
Germans, ultimately blasting the ball 
into the German goal. Of course, an 
argument broke out between the two 
teams, but the debate's content was 
appropriate more to a heated scholar-
ly discussion than a sporting event. 
To me this was wonderfully funny. 
Of the comedians and comedy 
teams I know, I like Monty Python 
the best; a central reason being the 
fact that to me much of life is an 
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exercise in the absurd. Another rea-
son I enjoy absurd comedy is the 
fact, so far as I can tell, that when 
God intervenes in mankind's usually 
chaotic affairs, life becomes a little 
more absurd. Just look at Moses! 
First off, recall the background to 
the Burning Bush incident: God's 
chosen people are in Egypt. The spe-
cial, select, unique and wonderful 
people of God are in that country. 
What are they doing there? They are 
slaves, and they have been slaves for 
over four hundred years. "Chosen"? 
Well, that certainly is a twist. 
But God isn't unfaithful. He hears 
Israel's cries and he calls a savior— 
Moses. Moses is the best possible 
man for the job. He's a murderer. 
He's a fugitive. He has a speech 
impediment. And his practical work 
experience over the last forty years is 
primarily limited to watching sheep. 
Other than that, he's ideal, or he's at 
least as good as The Plan. 
RECENTLY I repeatedly read Exo-dus 3 and 4, and each time the 
story seemed more and more absurd. 
First of all, God reveals himself in a 
burning bush, and says to Moses, 
"I've heard my people's cries, I 'm 
sending you to Pharaoh to secure 
Israel's freedom." 
At this point Moses asks what, to 
me, is a fair question to ask when a 
burning shrub tells you to go to the 
place where you're wanted for mur-
der: "Why me?" 
As if to calm Moses, God replies, 
"It 's okay, don' t worry. I have a sign 
for you. And this is the sign. After 
you go to Egypt and bring out the 
Israelites, then you'll worship on this 
mountain" (Ex 3:12). Perhaps I am 
slow, but my understanding is that 
signs come before events so as to 
warn or reassure. But God gives 
Moses a sign which comes after the 
event. 
If I were Moses, I think I would 
have put my sandals back on then 
and there and left that place. But he 
was more diplomatic than I am, so he 
stays but raises a second objection. 
"What if I go and tell them their God 
sent me. They'll ask, 'what is God's 
name?' What shall I tell them?" 
God replies, "Just tell them 'I 
AM' sent you." Oh, great. This God 
doesn't even have a personal name. 
He goes by a verb! 
God continues with The Plan. 
"Once in Egypt, assemble the elders 
and tell them, 'The Lord, the God of 
your fathers.. .appeared to me and 
said. . . . '" By this time Moses is prob-
ably attempting to imagine a meeting 
with wizened, wise, and stubborn 
elders. There will be one little wise 
guy in the back row who will shout 
out, "So, God appeared to you. What 
did he look like?" And Moses will 
have to be honest and respond, "He 
looked like a small bush. But he 
wasn't any old bush. He was on fire." 
Knowing he has Moses where he 
wants him, the same little elder will 
continue, "I see, and what was the 
first thing God said to you?" And 
Moses will have to reply, "Take off 
your sandals." With that kind of 
imagery in his mind, Moses had to be 
wondering if The Plan could get any 
more absurd. The answer is "yes." 
God moves on to the next point. 
"Now after the elders listen to you, 
go to Pharaoh and say, 'We'd like a 
three-day holiday so we can travel 
into the desert and sacrifice to our 
God ' " (3:18). Right. First off, slaves 
don't get holidays. Secondly, they 
don't get holidays which involve 
traveling three days away from their 
masters. And thirdly, Pharaoh's prob-
ably smart enough to know they 
aren't coming back! 
Anticipating the objections, God 
says, "I know Pharaoh won't listen, 
but I'll change his mind." Finally, 
there's a glimpse of reality! But, of 
course, it's only temporary because 
God then reveals The Plan's next 
phase. "After I change Pharaoh's 
mind and before you leave, every 
Jewish woman is to ask her Egyptian 
neighbor for gold, silver, and cloth-
ing." 
Quickly Moses reviews The Plan. 
I go to Egypt where I 'm wanted for 
murder. I tell the elders that God 
appeared to me as a bush. Then I ask 
the world's most powerful man to 
give the Jewish slaves a three-day 
holiday in the desert. Finally, before 
we leave, we ask the Egyptians for 
all their valuables. Moses concludes 
this is crazy, and he's having no part 
of it. Three more times he attempts to 
wiggle his way out of the call. 
First Moses argues, "Look, the 
elders aren't going to believe any of 
this" (4:1). But God reassures him 
that there are ways to convince the 
elders. He tells Moses to place his 
staff on the ground and it turns into a 
snake. Then Moses is directed to put 
his hand inside his cloak, and upon 
removing it his hand is leprous. Here 
is my favorite line in the whole story: 
if they don't believe the first miracle, 
they may believe the second. But if 
they don't believe either number one 
or two, simply take some water from 
the Nile and pour it on the ground. It 
will turn to blood (4:8 ff). 
Moses knows a desperate moment 
when he's stuck in it, and so he 
responds, "I can't speak. I stutter." 
God will not accept such a flimsy 
excuse and so he reminds Moses who 
created his mouth. Also, it is God 
who makes ears either to hear or to 
be deaf. He promises to help Moses. 
Finally, Moses draws together all 
the courage he has and says aloud 
what he has been thinking all along: 
"I don't want to be a part of this 
scheme. Please, send someone else." 
At this point, the Bible says that God 
became angry with Moses and said, 
"Your brother Aaron is a good speak-
er. Take him along with you. He'll be 
your spokesman." Evidently Moses 
ran out of arguments, because the 
next thing we read is Moses telling 
his father-in-law, Jethro, that he 
wants to visit his relatives in Egypt 
(Ex. 4:18). 
WHAT could have made Moses change his mind? On the sur-
face there's not a lot which could or 
should have convinced Moses that 
this was a good idea. After he repeat-
edly attempted to wriggle out of the 
assignment, why did he change his 
mind? 
I doubt that The Plan's superior 
quality swayed his thinking. Some 
may argue that Moses finally realized 
that he was to work with God. If one 
reads Exodus 3 - 4 you'll see that at 
least nine times, Moses hears God 
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promise to help him. Simply because 
someone tells you he will help does 
not mean assistance will be forth-
coming. No. Moses' mind was not 
altered because of The Plan, nor the 
promises he received. 
Instead, the past enabled Moses to 
agree to an absurd plan dealing with 
an uncertain future. In the story, an 
important phrase dealing with the 
past is repeated four times: " . . .the 
God of your fathers, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.. . ." More 
specifically, that which enables 
Moses to carry out God's plan 
is his recollection of how God 
had successfully worked with 
previous generations. 
WHEN you think about it, God had a sense of 
humor even before Moses' 
time. Abraham was told to 
leave his country and go to an 
unknown land (which turned 
out to be a semi-arid wilder-
ness) and God promised Abra-
han a son. His wife Sarah saw 
the joke here because Abraham 
was quite old and they had no 
children after many years of 
trying. God said, "Okay, you 
laugh, but you will call your 
child Isaac." Even in naming 
the child, God showed his 
sense of humor because Isaac 
means "he laughs" (a more 
modern translation may be something 
like "what a joke"). And yet Genesis 
24:1 reads, " . . .the Lord had blessed 
Abraham in every way." Sometimes 
the path to blessing took Abraham 
through some bizarre territory and 
experiences, but God was faithful. 
Then there was Abraham's son 
"He laughs," or as he's more com-
monly known, Isaac. In Genesis 26 
we learn that Isaac and his family 
were facing a famine and God told 
them to go to Philistia. The problem 
is that Egypt would seem to have 
been a better selection, but God said 
to go to the territory of the 
Philistines. Once there the trouble 
began because the local men thought 
Isaac's wife Rebekah was very attrac-
tive, so Isaac lied to save his skin. 
Again God was faithful, and not only 
saves them, but in the long ran they 
prosper. People came to make 
treaties with the guy named "He 
laughs." Ultimately Isaac's life 
ended the same as Abraham's did, 
with Isaac receiving every conceiv-
able blessing from God. 
Finally, why God would work 
with Isaac's son Jacob is a mystery— 
unless God had a sense of humor. 
Remember that Jacob's most distin-
guishable quality was his ability to 
con people. For example, he stole 
his brother's birthright. But that's 
okay because, upon falling in love 
with Rachel, Jacob was conned by 
his would-be father-in-law, Laban. 
And it didn't stop there. Jacob 
conned Laban out of many sheep 
prior to leaving with his two wives. 
Ultimately, Jacob had many sons 
and there was the beginning of the 
nation which God had promised 
three generations before. Of course, 
the family ended up in Egypt—and 
in slavery—which eventually 
brought us to the story of Moses. 
It's only God's actions in the past 
which give us confidence in the 
present (which often seems absurd). 
Equally important, it's only God's 
track record which allows his fol-
lowers to act in the future. You see, 
God has repeatedly proven himself as 
One who deals with the craziness we 
face. When bizarre things happen, we 
must learn to relax! We will not avoid 
craziness, but we can enjoy and live 
with it because our God evidently 
enjoys it and repeatedly has redeem-
ed his followers from the absurd. We 
can never give up hope when facing 
absurdity. We must refuse to become 
frustrated because we can't 
control the events of life. 
Rather, we can place our faith 
in God who not only enjoys 
the comedy of the absurd, but 
has also proven himself as a 
redeemer of those caught in 
the absurdities of life. 
WE MUST trust God, who has shown himself to 
be a faithful savior. If we can 
only live with this central the-
ological concept, our lives 
will be considerably better. 
And we must allow God to 
work in whatever fashion he 
chooses. If he wants us to go 
with the flow of absurdity, 
then sit back and enjoy. If, on 
the other hand, he immediate-
ly removes us from craziness, 
give thanks. But whatever 
happens, trust him. He has a 
very good track record. 
Finally, our quality of life 
will increase if we can learn 
to see life the way God sees it. This is 
especially true if we can see life's 
funny side. If God does not take him-
self so seriously that he could come 
up with the Exodus plan, then we had 
better learn to laugh. Can you imag-
ine being a sourpuss condemned to 
an eternity in the presence of a God 
who enjoys a good laugh? I 'd rather 
not think about it. It's so absurd. But 
then again, it's a rather humorous 
thought. 
Jay McDermond is a member of the facul-
ty at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. This 
article was adapted from a chapel address he 
gave in 1992, when he was Messiah's faculty 
representative to Daystar University College 
in Nairobi, Kenya. 
It's only God's actions in the 
past which give us confidence in 
the present. Equally important, 
it's only God's track record 
which allows his followers to 
act in the future. You see, God 
has repeatedly proven himself 
as One who deals with the 
craziness we face. When bizarre 
things happen, we must learn to 
relax! We will not avoid crazi-
ness, but we can enjoy and live 
with it because our God enjoys 
it and repeatedly has redeemed 
his followers from the absurd. 
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in a 
cancer clinic 
by R. Donald Shafer 
A cassette tape arrived in the mail with the 
title, "Someone Weeps for You." It was a voice 
listing all kinds of troubles and literally crying. 
It was so bad and corny that it brought me to 
laughter. There are many things to weep about. 
The world torn by war; the economies of most 
nations are precarious; the United States now 
has more people incarcerated, per capita, than 
any other nation; the homeless, the gangs, 
police violence; and the list goes on. 
Furthermore, statistics reveal that many of 
us will experience life-threatening illness. It 
becomes more real when it is personalized. 
Four years ago, over a period of three months, 
there came a series of "bad news" events in our 
family. It began with my wife's diagnosis of 
breast cancer that was also in the lymph nodes. 
Then our daughter-in-law's mother was strick-
en with cancer. Within weeks, our son-in-law's 
father died as a result of an aneurysm of a 
main artery. 
Many of us have a faith proclaiming that out 
of darkness comes light, that good overcomes 
evil, and that life dispels the shadows of death. 
There are visible signs of our trust in the God 
of such beliefs. In the midst of all this, our 
son-in-law became the father of a beautiful 
baby girl, and our daughter-in-law was expect-
ing her first child. These are signals of hope in 
the midst of disease and death. 
One of the eye-opening events in my jour-
ney during these stressful months was my vis-
its with my wife as she received chemothera-
py treatments. These are strong toxic drugs 
given intravenously with sedative drugs. Our 
first visit to the cancer clinic was really seri-
ous. After all, when your spouse is facing a 
life-threatening problem for which there is no 
sure cure, it is not a light time. However, the 
doctor did an incredible thing. After some very 
heavy dialogue, he used a few humorous com-
ments that brought smiles, and then we were 
actually laughing in a cancer clinic! 
Then on the occasion of the first treatment, 
the nurses were rather flippant, and I was 
almost shocked by the easy laughter in a room 
where four persons were being treated with 
drugs that were threatening and devastating in 
order to drive cancer into remission. In this 
clinical setting, I found myself joining in the 
release and remedy of laughter. It was a gift to 
laugh in the midst of fear and uncertainty. 
The biblical story of God coming to Abra-
ham just months ahead of his 100th birthday 
came to mind. The Lord gave him a new name 
and told him he would have a son. Abraham 
laughed so hard he fell down on his face. It 
was laughable enough that the name given the 
boy would be "Isaac," which means laughter. 
The reason Abraham broke up in waves of 
laughter was likely due to the seemingly crazy 
potential. It might really happen! 
Just so, when we look at our human limita-
tions and wonder how the Creator God will 
work in and through us, we shake our heads 
and smile. Every now and then we just "crack 
up" and laugh out loud. 
Laughing in a cancer clinic and in other 
such places has great value. For one thing, it 
feels better to laugh than to worry, or doubt, or 
fear. Yes, laughter lightens us when times are 
heavy. Indeed, there is evidence that laughter 
is healing! Like Abraham of old, in our laugh-
ter there is a seed of hope. His wife Sarah also 
convulsed in laughter, but they did have that 
baby! It likely brought smiles and giggles 
throughout their family and community. 
We can receive "bad news" about our health. 
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loved ones, vocation, economy, acci-
dents, etc., and then read the Scrip-
tures and pray. If we wait, we hear 
God say, "I am with you." We can 
laugh and say, "Who, me?" If we 
reflect on that, we might as well ask 
God to teach us to laugh and not to 
take ourselves too seriously, for out 
of weakness comes the strong pur-
poses of God that truly fill us with joy 
unspeakable. 
Several years ago I was teaching 
an evening class of pastors and mis-
sionaries about the way we order our 
church life practice. We call it a core 
course on polity. It had been a long 
day and I had a nauseous headache, an 
unusual and unexpected thing for me. 
I told the class I might have to leave 
early. A few of the students took the 
risk of kidding me about how bad I 
looked. Others joined in with remarks 
about my "looking really green." I 
responded that they were like the com-
forters of Job, and soon everyone was 
laughing. My headache subsided. The 
evening was fun. As we left, some of 
them told me that I really had looked 
sick, and now there was an obvious 
change. Laughter was an alleviating 
gift for all of us. 
Most of us are constantly reminded 
by the media of all the troubles and 
tragedy of our world. We can each cat-
alogue our own tragic concerns, but 
in the midst of our heavy hurts and 
unanswered questions, let us learn to 
laugh. 
I have observed that even at funer-
als, warm memories can bring a smile 
to the face and even audible chuck-
les . When this g i f t is given and 
received, it is like a light for those 
who are under the dark cloud of grief. 
Many of us have often heard that a 
good prayer and a hearty laugh are 
much closer than we tend to think. 
Indeed, we are sometimes caught 
up in laughing so hard that tears stream 
down our cheeks. This may tell us that 
a good laugh can release the emotions 
of anger, fear, grief, and disappoint-
ment. Some have said that food is 
digested better when we laugh as we 
eat. 
Laughter in a cancer clinic remind-
ed me that it is better to confront the 
unknown with a laugh than to suffer 
the agony of self-pity or be immersed 
in depression. 
I 've been writing to a fr iend in 
prison. This situation has so many 
dimensions of hopelessness, but often 
he will put in his letters after a line, 
the word "smile." Perhaps he wants 
me to be sure to keep our communi-
cation open and free. It was heavy to 
read recently that he attempted sui-
cide. He called me af ter that and 
assured me that he had "a new lease 
on life." I stared at the phone. I didn't 
know whether or cry or laugh, because 
he is on what we call "death row." I 
want to share with him the gift of a 
laugh in the midst of doom. This is a 
challenge. 
The laughter in the cancer clinic 
was a gift to me. My wife's attitude 
was a chal lenge to me. We could 
laugh about her loss of hair. Yes, we 
even had fun over some of the side 
effects. Laughter was a part of her 
healing. We have both experienced the 
battle against cancer, and we believe 
in a God who laughs even in the midst 
of the unknown and uncertain. 
It was F. H. Nietzsche who wrote, 
"Pe rhaps I know best 
why it is man alone who 
laughs; he alone suffers 
so deeply that he had to 
invent laughter ." That 
philosophy certainly lifts 
us above the animals, but 
I like better the words of 
Cha r l i e C h a p l i n who 
said, "Laugh te r is the 
tonic, the relief, the sur-
cease for pain." As the 
P s a l m i s t r e m i n d s us, 
"The One enthroned in 
heaven laughs" (Psalm 
2:4), and if the Almighty 
laughs, yes, even scoffs, 
then it must be good to 
laugh, even in a cancer 
clinic. 
Don Shafer is General Sec-
». retary for the Brethren in 
£ Christ Church. He and his wife 









We are planning to focus on the pastoral min-
istry in the Brethren in Christ Church in the 
October issue of the Visitor. 
You are invited to share your comments on 
any or all of the following topics (or related 
issues you wish to identify): 
• How has your pastor touched your life? 
• How could congregations be more affirming and supportive 
of pastors? 
• What words of advice would you give to pastors seeking to 
be more effective in their ministry? 
• What areas of concern do you have as you think about the 
pastoral ministry across the Brethren in Christ Church? 
All submissions must be signed, although names may be withheld 
in some circumstances. Mail your letter (preferably typed) by 
August 30 to: 
"Pastoral Ministry Round Table" 
Evangelical Visitor 
P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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The 'rest 
room 
by Daniel Schantz 
Some readers, 
having spent their 
entire life worship-
ping in a "modern" 
church building, 
may not identify 
with this article. 
Not only are there 
many readers who 
can remember such 
facilities, a few 
Brethren in Christ 
churches still have 
rest rooms like 
these. 
If you build it, 
they will come 
If I were going to build a new church 
building, I would start by building the 
rest room. Then, if any materials and 
money were left, I would build the audi-
torium and educational unit. After all, 
the rest room is the one room every-
body uses. Not everyone will visit the 
auditorium or the kitchen or the nursery, 
but sooner or later they all pass through 
the narrow gate of the necessary room. 
That's important, because there's a 
lot to be learned from rest rooms. 
Patience 
A church of 400 may have a men's 
room that holds three people at a time. 
The rest of us line up in the hallway, 
pretending to fellowship while we are 
really just watching the rest room door. 
"Psst, has anyone come out yet?" 
As far as I can tell, no one has ever 
come out of the rest room. No wonder 
attendance is down. 
"Small" seems to be the number one 
requirement for church rest rooms. I 
think church contractors are having a 
contest to see who can build the world's 
smallest service station. Never mind that 
three or four hundred people have five 
minutes between Sunday school and 
church in which to refresh themselves. 
They will just have to learn to be quick. 
The smallest church rest room I've 
ever seen was a converted closet in a 
mid-sized church in Iowa. The room 
was about two-by-three feet, with the 
stool and sink taking up most of that 
space. That was the easy part. The best 
part is that the room is only five feet 
tall. I ' m six-foot-one, and there are 
junior high boys taller than me. Think 
about it. 
Humility 
Or maybe I should use the word "hu-
miliation." 
Public rest rooms are located in some 
very public places. I was in an older 
men's Bible school class, where the rest 
room was just an alcove off the class-
room, made of lattice work. The teach-
er served coffee before class, so during 
the hour at least half of the men had to 
visit the alcove, some more than once. 
There were no secrets. 
In one Illinois church the rest room is 
located directly behind the pulpit. I 'm 
not making this up. Throughout the ser-
mon, mothers with small children make 
their way to the platform and disappear 
behind the preacher, soon to emerge 
looking much happier. The mothers 
don't seem to mind and it doesn't slow 
the preacher down, so why relocate it? It 
works for them. 
A small Missouri church features a 
rest room that was built in a classroom 
and separated from the class by a thin 
partition that doesn't go all the way to 
the ceiling. There's more. The bathroom 
stool is built up on a platform. No, I 
don't know why. To reach the stool, you 
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have to mount three throne steps, at 
which point you are able to see out 
over the class. Try not to think about 
it. 
Obviously, soundproofing is not 
high on the list of construction mate-
rials. Most church rest room doors 
and wal ls are l ike natural mega-
phones. 
Then there is the preacher who was 
wearing a wireless mike on his belt 
during the sermon. When it was over 
he went to the rest room, but he forgot 
to turn off his microphone. His humil-
iation was complete, for it was broad-
cast over the PA system. 
Not f a r f r o m here is a church 
whose rest room door has a tendency 
to lock itself on you. You have to 
shout to someone to come pick the 
lock and let you out. Since the room 
is located in the far corner of the base-
ment, it takes a good bit of screaming 
to get someone's attention. Of course 
the general public does not know why 
you are screaming, so they fill in the 
blanks. 
Discipline 
Most church discipline takes place 
in the essential room. 
Mother, to little daughter: "I was 
humiliated by your behavior during 
opening exercises. 1 am so ashamed! 
Now, we are going back in there, and 
if you talk out loud again, so help me 
I will bring you back here and wash 
your mouth out with that soap." 
One look at that mushy mess they 
call soap, and that little girl is on her 
way to reform. 
W h y are church rest r ooms so 
poorly equipped by the same people 
whose own homes have rest rooms 
that would rival Nero's private bath? 
It's all part of our training. 
If anyone could ever earn his sal-
vation, it would be f rom enduring 
church rest rooms for a lifetime. 
One Sunday I was a visiting speak-
er at a church in southern Missouri. In 
the afternoon I was directed to play 
baske tba l l with the youth group, 
which I did. Unfortunately the game 
lasted until five minutes before eve-
ning worship. I arrived at the church a 
sweaty, smelly mess, dashed into the 
flimsy rest room and took a full body 
bath, using nothing but Lava soap, 
cold water and paper towels. It wasn't 
the pleasure you might think. 
Some rural churches still use out-
houses. They represent mankind ' s 
greatest opportunity for self disci-
pline. The discipline is in seeing if 
you can go through Sunday school, 
worship, and afternoon homecoming 
services without once having to visit 
the outdoor temple. You'd be sur-
prised how long you can last. 
At least outhouses have an element 
of entertainment. You can always prac-
tice your arachnophobia by watching 
the "granddaddy longleg" spiders 
dance across the walls. Or try to inter-
pret the carvings in the seat beside 
you. 
As a boy, I once got locked in an 
outhouse during a cyclone. I can still 
feel the walls swaying, whenever the 
wind blows. 
My little girl Natalie was visiting 
the outhouse at my Iowa church when 
suddenly she came dashing out, tug-
ging at her dress and screaming. 
"A coon, Daddy, there's a coon in 
there!" 
Sure enough, a large pregnant coon 
was sitting on the ledge above her 
seat. 
"I thought it was just a stuffed coon 
for decoration," she said, explaining 
why she d idn ' t bolt sooner. "But 
when I said, 'Hi, there, Mr. Coon,' it 
moved. Daddy, it moved!" 
Skills training 
Warm up your Boy Scout skills 
because you will need them to find 
some church rest rooms. It's almost as 
if they build the church without a rest 
room, then tried to find a place under 
the kitchen sink to put one. 
Just ask for directions and you will 
see how difficult this can be. 
"Can you tell me how to find the 
men 's room?" I asked two elderly 
men in a rural church. 
They smiled at each other. 
One of them finally volunteered. 
"Well, you gotta get to the basement 
first, and that can be tricky. Okay, you 
go through that door and take two 
lefts, then go down one flight and take 
a right and then another left. You'll go 
through a dark storage room filled 
with Christmas play props, then you 
have to go th rough the w o m e n ' s 
room—unless someone's using it— 
and there you are. You can't miss it." 
I missed it. 
And I have a feeling I was not the 
first nor the last to miss it. 
Finding the rest room is only part 
of the problem. Next you have to find 
the light switch. Contractors play this 
ecclesiastical game with us. "Which 
light switch is the right light switch? 
Is it the one on the rest room wall, or 
the one in the hallway, or the one on 
the other side of the basement?" 
Wrong. It's the one upstairs in the 
preacher's study. And you'll need a 
key. 
Fellowship 
If you really need to talk to some-
one, hang around the rest room. Soon-
er or later they all show up there. 
A celebrity was visiting our church. 
I tried in vain to reach him through 
the crowds. At last I just went to the 
rest room and waited. Sure enough 
he came, and I got personally ac-
quainted. 
The rest room is the great leveler 
of society, and that makes for close 
fel lowship. In there, no one cares 
whether you are the janitor, or the 
preacher, or President of The World. 
In the rest room we are all just common 
human beings in great need. Hence, 
the most honest and open discussion 
transpires in that atmosphere. 
"Say, Ralph, what did you think of 
the sermon this morning?" 
"Well, to be honest, I thought it 
was about twice as long as necessary." 
"Hey, Ron's a good preacher, but if 
he says 'Walk the walk, don't just talk 
the talk' one more time, I will run 
down the aisle screaming." 
"I did like the part where his tou-
pee almost fell off." 
So, if you want to escape the hyp-
ocritical crowds, visit the most honest 
room in the church. 
If you can find it. 
Daniel Schantz is a member of the faculty 
at Central Christian College of the Bible, 
Moberly, Missouri. 
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Walking my 
nightmare 
by Barbara Day 
"What was Crystal Beach Park like when you 
were a little girl?" asked our six-year-old grand-
son, Isaac, as he climbed onto a stool at our 
kitchen counter. His three-year-old brother, Joel, 
was right behind him. We had just returned from 
watching workmen, trucks, and a bulldozer turn-
ing the deserted amusement park into a junk yard 
of wood and metal. 
Crystal Beach Park, for me and many other 
local children, was the center of our summer 
activities. As memories came spilling out, Isaac 
and Joel sat spellbound: swimming at the beach in 
the frigid Lake Erie waters on the May 24th 
weekend; riding side saddle on the merry-go-
round: my first and only ride on the Comet; trips 
to Buffalo on the boat Canadiancv, the vaudeville 
shows with trapeze acts, trained dogs, and a 
human cannon ball; Hall's candy kisses and cin-
namon suckers; standing in the wings of the Crys-
tal Ballroom listening to big band music and 
dreaming of the day when I would be out there. 
Then there was Tommy Dillon's pony rides— 
and that prompted another recollection. 
For several years my family wintered a round-
bellied, white "Dillon" pony named Rosy. She 
had a persistent, annoying habit—trying to return 
to the park. One cold winter's night, I awakened 
to the sound of hoofbeats passing my window. 
Hastily throwing a coat over my nightgown and 
slipping my bare feet into boots, I ran from the 
house in pursuit of the runaway. 
Falling snow made visibility almost impossi-
ble, especially when looking for a white horse! 
Reaching the graveyard at the top of the nearby 
hill, I could hear Rosy pawing the snow in search 
of grass. Fear poked at my heart as I moved qui-
etly among the gravestones. At last, I captured the 
rascal! 
Returning home, my frustration was height-
ened when I encountered the only other human 
being out at that time of night. A police patrolman 
slowed to a stop, rolled down the window and 
asked, "What do you think you are doing?!" Know-
ing already that I was part of a totally absurd sit-
uation, I gave the only appropriate answer: "I 'm 
walking my nightmare!" Rolling up his window, 
the officer drove away. But the incredulous look 
on his face was enough to turn my anger into 
convulsions of laughter. 
As I concluded my drama, Isaac exclaimed, 
"Grams, you sure had a lot of fun. I wish I could 
have lived back then." 
Isaac's response has prompted some addition-
al reflections. The pilgrimage to Crystal Beach 
Park which I made that morning with Isaac and 
Joel enriched my life and theirs. What memories 
will the children of the boys' generation have to 
pass on to their grandchildren? Will they have 
more to talk about than the hours spent in front of 
the television playing video games, watching car-
toons, sports, the soaps, and the 990 "Boredom 
Beater" movies—living vicariously, with little 
opportunity for genuine childhood experience? 
Barbara Day lives in Ridgeway, Ontario. 




by Bill D. Hallsted 
It was too good to be true. When he saw it advertised, he knew that. Nothing 
so simple, so economical, so available could possibly have such fantastic results. 
But the ads promised a money-back guarantee, so he decided it was worth a try. 
Just thirty minutes a day, the ads said. Using the product just thirty minutes 
a day, every day, promised health, vitality, and a constant improvement in the 
quality of life. It would completely eliminate all effects of aging except the posi-
tive effects of maturity. It would continue to work indefinitely. In fact, the longer 
the product was used, the better and more lasting its effects would become. 
He decided to try it. What did he have to lose? When he did try it, he was 
amazed. It really did work! 
Within a couple of weeks his strength began to develop remarkably. His tone 
and attitude perked up. His feeling of general malaise disappeared. Even his 
most difficult and chronic complaints vanished! He was a new person. All it 
took was that thirty minutes a day. 
Even that thirty minutes was no strain. Oh, it was difficult to stay at it the 
whole half hour right at first, but within that first two weeks it stopped being any 
problem at all, and it became a snap. Actually enjoyable, even. 
But then a couple of things began to happen. Since he felt so good now, he 
began to feel like he probably didn't need to stay with the thirty minutes every 
day. It was good to do that, of course, but not absolutely essential. After all, it 
couldn't hurt to skip once in a while! 
The other thing that happened was that his schedule started getting crowded. 
There were so many things to do! Just as he was starting the thirty minutes one 
day, for example, a friend called. "We're having a get-together. C 'mon over." 
Another day a family crisis came up at just the wrong time. By the time he 
had dealt with it, there really wasn't time to take out another thirty minutes. 
Another time he really wanted to go fishing with a couple of friends. That 
made a pretty hectic schedule for that day, and the next couple as well, as he 
tried to catch up on everything. 
His vacation interfered with that schedule, too. Then he decided to take an 
extra part-time job, because they really did need the money. 
The end result was that the product that had made such a change in him 
began to be used less and less. He still knew how important it was, and he still 
tried to squeeze out that thirty minutes every chance he got, but the chances got 
fewer and fewer. 
When he began to experience problems it made it even more difficult. He 
felt so tired and discouraged so much of the time. He just didn't have that ener-
gy, that vitality that he used to have. He made up his mind that just as soon as he 
started feeling better, he was going to get back to that schedule, and use that 
wonder product the full thirty minutes, every single day. 
The problem was, he never started feeling better. He got worse. He became 
so much worse he was soon warned he was about to die. That's when he realized 
he had the cart before the horse. He wasn't going to start feeling better until he 
started using that product again. 
He planned to start this week. He made a firm resolution to start no later 
than next week at the latest. He waited too long. We said our last good-byes to 
him yesterday. 
Oh, he didn't die. Not physically. It wasn't a physical product. It was his 
soul that died. 
The product? Just Bible reading and prayer. 
Bill Hallsted lives 
in Griffith, Ind. Evangelical 
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IREMEMBER hearing a professor f rom Asbury Theological Semi-nary say that when women reach 
their mid-thirties, they often begin 
to dream. For me that was true. 
When we returned f rom missionary 
work in Nicaragua in 1992, there 
were no available assignments for us 
with Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions. But God takes broken dreams 
and creates something beautiful 
when the pieces are given to him. 
As we prayed 
and asked God 
for his direction, 
Curtis felt 
strongly that this 
was the time for me to pursue fur-
ther studies, something we had been 
talking about since I had hit that 
"mid-thirty dreamer period." I 
wasn ' t sure how we would manage 
financially, but Curtis encouraged 
away my apprehensions. So f rom 
November of 1992 until graduation 
f rom Ashland Theological Seminary 
in May of 1994, we lived and 
learned in Ashland, Ohio. 
In August of 1994 we began 
anew with Brethren in Christ World 
Missions as missionaries in Bogota, 
Colombia. Reflecting on my semi-
nary experience, I see where class-
room learning has expanded our 
ministry here in this city of seven 
million. The resources for ministry 
have been greatly increased. 
For example, Curtis and I co-
teach a course on marriage. Last 
week 's lesson was on forgiveness, a 
subject much talked about but not 
always practiced. I had taken a 
course entitled "Theology of Suffer-
ing, Forgiveness and Reconcilia-
t ion" which helped me immensely 
in my personal journey. It also gave 
me tools to help others. Last week 
we shared with the other couples 
how unforgiveness is bondage. We 
are each responsible for our own 
actions and attitudes, not those of 
our partner. Even when the other is 
unrepentant, we forgive. However, I 
also made it clear that forgiveness is 
not the same as reconciliation (that 
takes two people working together), 
nor does it mean instant trust. Many 
times trust has to be earned by 
change in actions and attitudes. Car-
los Eduardo, the youth leader at 
church, commented to Curtis how 
helpful he found the lesson on for-
giveness. 
We teach what we have learned. 
Curtis disciples a young man named 
Cesar. Cesar was delivered from 
demons and involvement in a Satan-
ic cult over a year ago. Today he is 
radically different. He is looked up 
to by many of the youth and plays 
t o 
city 
by Leslie Carol Book 
the bass guitar for the praise team 
which leads the worship at church. 
However, about two months ago he 
was feeling troubled by an irrational 
fear. We felt it was demonic in 
nature. Remembering the course I 
took at Ashland with Fred and 
Grace Holland on "Power Encoun-
ters," I suggested that a group of us 
come to his apartment for special 
prayer. We walked with him through 
the apartment, praying for God 's 
blessing and cleansing as well as 
commanding the evil spirits to leave. 
Then we had a time of prayer with 
him and asked the Lord to reveal 
any problem areas in his life that 
would give Satan the right to trouble 
him. There was confession and heal-
ing. He is walking in freedom again. 
In a course taught by Dr. Myers 
in New Testament, we learned about 
redaction criticism. It was new to 
most of us and maybe I still don ' t 
understand it well, but it has some-
thing to do with the way Bible trans-
lators edit material to make it appli-
cable to their situation. I think I met 
a redactor (or editor) in our church. 
One of our ladies takes her responsi-
bilities as deaconess very seriously. 
She is also in charge of the women 's 
group. Her teaching on the armor of 
God found in Ephesians 6 was very 
applicable to the Colombian culture 
as well as to 




armor, the breastplate, shield, hel-
met, sword of the Spirit, etc. But a 
chastity belt? She said this is the 
armor we put on our children to 
teach them bibli-
someone com-
mented, "I 've seen more leg here in 
Bogota than I 've seen in my whole 
life." 
"Let the text work on you" is one 
of the important lessons I learned 
about f rom Dr. Flora in "Hermeneu-
tics." So many times we come to 
Scripture with our own agenda, 
looking to validate our viewpoints 
as we work with Scripture. We look 
at the Word of God through culture-
tinted or gender-frosted lenses. One 
of the helpful things about living in 
a cross-cultural setting is seeing oth-
ers' perspectives on biblical pas-
sages. In our marriage course many 
husbands like to quote Ephesians 
5:22, "Wives, be subject to your 
husbands...." But we are learning to 
be faithful to the whole text and also 
quote Ephesians 5:25, "Husbands, 
love your wives, just as Christ loved 
the church...." and verse 21, "Be 
subject to one another...," and to see 
all of these exhortations under the 
guiding principle of Genesis 2:24, 
"Therefore a man leaves his father 
and his mother and clings to his 
wife, and they become one flesh." I 
am continually challenged to be true 
continued on page 15 
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od aP work in our world 
Background 
for prayer 
Curt Byers—Grantham, Pennsylvania 
It is truly exciting to watch new 
methods being brought to bear on the 
task of reaching a lost world for 
Christ. But it is a rare thing to watch 
the birth of an idea that has explosive 
implications for world missions. Such 
an idea is being birthed in London 
because of the groundbreaking 
research and methods of Brethren in 
Christ missionary Jay Smith. 
Jay is one of hundreds of mission-
aries to Muslims, of whom there are 
nearly one billion in the world. Jay 
also happens to be a scholar of Islam-
ic thought, of whom there are a num-




A 24-minute video on Islam, 
produced by Operation Mobiliza-
tion, features Brethren in Christ 
missionary Jay Smith. 
The video presents past and 
present problems Muslims face 
as they immigrate to other coun-
tries and how they cope by form-
ing close-knit communities 
and/or by shedding some of their 
cultural identities. Viewers 
receive an excellent overview of 
the Islamic culture and sugges-
tions on how Christians can and 
should respond to them. 
To reserve the video, contact 
Brethren in Christ World Missions 
at (717) 697-2634. There is no 
charge for the video, but we ask 
that it be returned to the mis-
sions office in Grantham, Pa., via 
priority mail the first business 
day after viewing. 
very few missionaries to Muslims 
who are also Islamic scholars. And 
there are very, very few Islamic schol-
ar-missionaries who regularly take 
their research to Speakers' Corner in 
Hyde Park, London, one of the 
world's most famous experiments in 
free speech, and test it before a hostile 
audience. Here Jay Smith confronts 
Muslims with the results of his 
research. And two of the greatest of 
London's Islamic apologists have 
been rendered speechless and furious 
in the face of the information Jay is 
delivering. 
Jay's findings, some of which have 
been available for years and some of 
which are just being discovered, 
establish Islam as an intellectual 
fraud. His research uses the latest and 
best archeological and historical 
research in several ancient languages 
to establish that much of what Mus-
lims believe about the Qur'an and the 
prophet Muhammad is erroneous. 
Jay takes these findings to Hyde 
Park and confronts Islamic preachers 
as they stand on ladders talking to the 
crowds which gather around them. 
For a time, they tried to answer Jay's 
questions. Then they began to shout 
that he was from Shaitan and thus 
they did not need to answer his ques-
tions. The next tactic was to get down 
from their ladders and move whenever 
they saw Jay coming. On one occa-
sion, Jay followed and demanded that 
they answer his questions. A scuffle 
broke out as the Muslims attempted to 
shout Jay down and push him to the 
edge of the crowd. Someone called 
the police, asking them to remove Jay 
as a disruptive and provocative influ-
ence. But Jay merely spoke to the two 
"bobbies" who came, told them what 
he was doing and said, "This is sim-
ply part of the great tradition of 
Speakers' Corner: challenging speak-
ers to answer. You come and watch 
me. Tell me if I am being disruptive." 
The two watched awhile, laughed and 
said, "Keep it up." 
Jay's work has been so threatening 
to Islamic apologists that a copy was 
taken to a devout Muslim scholar at 
the Sorbonne in Paris. The scholar's 
sole response was that Jay had no 
business writing about these matters 
since he is not a Muslim and is using 
"tainted" sources. He had no substan-
tive rebuttal to the charges. 
At this point. Jay is not doing any 
original research; he is simply bring-
ing together the very best research 
from several universities. But until 
now the information has not left the 
confines of the academic world, either 
because it was published in very tech-
nical books and articles or because the 
scholar/researcher was unprepared to 
draw the final conclusion from his 
work. For the first time, the chal-
lenges to the foundations of Islam are 
leaving the university setting, and 
Islamic leaders are being pressed to 
answer. Jay's own graduate-school 
professor becomes frightened when 
Jay points out the obvious conclusion 
of his own research. The professor 
does not want it said in class that 
Islam has no intellectually credible 
foundations. But already that one 
class has dropped in size by almost 
half. Of the two Muslims who remain, 
one, an English convert to Islam and 
the son of a famous journalist, has 
given up his belief in Islam. 
So widely is Jay's work being rec-
ognized in the UK that prominent 
Christian thinker and scholar Lesslie 
Newbigin wants to see this work pub-
lished in the wider academic world. 
And at a practical level. Operation 
Mobilisation (UK) has given Jay five 
missionaries to train in his research 
techniques and findings so that every 
Sunday the Muslims will need to 
answer not just one "Jay Smith," but 
six. Efforts are afoot to make the find-
ings available on the Internet, giving 
easy access to both missionaries to the 
Muslim world and Muslims who want 
to look at the research for themselves 
in the privacy of a computer terminal 
anywhere in the world. 
This afternoon [May 14], Jay will 
for the first time get his own ladder 
and present his own challenge. He 
will be surrounded by a group of 
Christians as a protective precaution. 
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After having been repeatedly threat-
ened, Jay takes other precautions, 
such as never going directly home 
from the park and using a church post 
office box for local mail. He believes 
that the more widely he is known the 
safer he will be; the Muslims would 
not want to risk the negative public 
relations that would come from harm-
ing him. 
But we must pray. We must pray 
for Jay's physical safety and that of 
Judy, Eli and Caleb. We must pray for 
supernatural effectiveness for him as 
he presents his message. We must 
pray that his work receives the widest 
possible dissemination. 
God answers 
Excerpted from telephone conversations 
Curt Byers gave the above call to 
prayer during the worship services at 
Grantham on May 14, at the very time 
Jay was preparing to climb his ladder 
for the first time in Hyde Park. In a 
phone conversation later that day, Jay 
reported the good news that the 
preaching had gone ahead "without 
negative results." Jay and his col-
leagues were very happy about the 
first public Christian apologetic using 
this new material at the Corner by a 
member of the Hyde Park Fellowship. 
(Three hecklers were led away by 
park police.) 
The following weekend. Jay and a 
co-worker gave a conference to fifty 
Christian university students from 
England, Ireland and Wales, all eager 
to learn about Islam. On Sunday after-
noon, after presenting the new materi-
al disputing Islamic claims about the 
Qur'an and the prophet Muhammad, 
he challenged them to come with him 
to Hyde Park and put into practice 
what they had learned. Twenty of 
them responded. As Jay arrived at the 
Corner, he was approached by Mus-
lims from the crowd, demanding that 
he debate with their imam in Arabic. 
Jay countered that he would make a 
presentation in English. He stood up 
on two milk crates about 15 feet from 
the ladder of the Muslim cleric, while 
the police monitored the situation 
carefully. Jay presented his research, 
and the Saudi Arabian imam preached 
his prepared sermon on the glory of 
the Qur'an without responding to 
Jay's statements. Jay noticed heads in 
the crowd dropping from shame and 
frustration over the inability of their 
speaker to answer the challenge. (Jay 
has since been challenged to debate 
an Islamic scholar at Cambridge on 
August 9.) 
Jay repeated his presentation once 
that day and has continued to speak 
again in subsequent weeks. Along 
with his colleagues from Hyde Park 
Fellowship, he is presenting the truth 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ as the 
answer to the nonvalidity of the 
Qur'an. They realize that tearing 
down one foundation must be accom-
panied by building another. Jay com-
ments, "This apologetic now seems 
ideal for Speakers' Corner, as it offers 
the only true alternative, the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. For the first time we can 
say that Christians have taken the ini-
tiative away from Muslims. If it can 
work at Speakers' Corner, in front of 
a hostile crowd, then why not use it in 
the universities amongst knowledge-
able people and (through the Internet) 
in Islamic homes where Muslims can 
read the evidence for themselves and 
compare. This has gone beyond a 
Christian-Muslim debate; we are now 
dealing with verifiable evidence. But 
we need to be ready to 'pick up the 
pieces' when the disillusionment sets 
in. Let's pray that day will come 
quickly." g 
From classroom to world-class city... 
continued from page 13 
to the text and let the text work on 
me, and then together with the mar-
ried couples we search for God's 
truth. 
God's truth is revealed to us in 
his Word, illuminated by the Holy 
Spirit, and affirmed by Christian 
community. Dr. Luke Keefer in his 
course "Theology II" encouraged 
his students to think about the role 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives by re-
quiring a term paper on the subject. 
Sometimes we fail to see the way 
the Spirit has led us through the 
years until we really stop to think 
about it. The Spirit continues to lead 
me, only I think I am more aware of 
his leading now. Many times during 
or after the church service, someone 
needs prayer. Yesterday a sweet 
older lady who works with street 
children came up to me and asked 
for prayer. I said to her, "Your eyes 
are very sad. Why don't we pray 
together now?" She did not share 
what her need was and I still don't 
know what problems she is facing, 
but I was led by the Holy Spirit in 
my prayer. I prayed that she would 
know the depths of God's love and 
that the lies of Satan would not 
defeat her. Afterwards, with tears 
streaming down her face, she 
thanked me for the prayer. 
Tonight we are having a young 
couple over for hot chocolate and 
muffins. He is returning to fellow-
ship in the church after an intensive 
training period. He is unsure of how 
he will "fit back in." I have been 
thinking and praying and reviewing 
many of the counseling strategies 
taught by John Schultz in "Pastoral 
Counseling" and Dr. Doug Little in 
"Communication and Conflict." I 
want to be a good listener and help 
him to see his difficulties realistical-
ly. Sometimes all a person needs is 
someone to listen without judging; 
someone to understand and "be 
there." Perhaps this will help to free 
him to be all that God wants him to 
be at this time. 
And so we are here in Bogota. I 
came with a lot of books (I love 
Books and books, you know) for 
some new insights and understand-
ing, better tools for biblical interpre-
tation and application, and improved 
skills in communication and coun-
seling. The books aren't getting 
dusty. There are lots of opportunities 
to put into practice what I heard and 
learned in the classrooms of Ash-
land Theological Seminary. • 
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Allegheny Conference 
The New Heights youth group of 
the Air Hill congregation, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., raised $ 1.000.99 with 
a "Kiss the Pig" contest. The money 
was used for a teen workcamp trip to 
South Carolina in July. • The chil-
dren's choir of the Chambersburg 
church presented two performances 
of the musical "Go, Go, Jonah!" on 
June 18. • The Fairview Ave. church, 
Waynesboro, Pa., had a father-son 
campout June 9-11 at Christian 
Retreat Center. • "Everyone Calls 
Him Sir" was the musical June 4 by 
the 4th-6th graders of the Five 
Forks church, Waynesboro. 
The Faithful Builders Sunday 
school class of the Hollowell church, 
Waynesboro, volunteered June 10 at 
the MCC Material Resource Center, 
Ephrata. • The Iron Springs con-
gregation, Fairfield, Pa., cancelled 
Wednesday night services for sum-
mer. having a midweek outreach 
program instead. • The summer col-
lege/career class of the Martins-
burg. Pa., church studied the Dob-
son "Life on the Edge" video series. 
A June 4 concert by Foundation ben-
efited Habitat for Humanity. 
Five people of the New Guilford 
congregation, Chambersburg, left 
June 10 for service with the Nica-
Renewal '95 "Rap-up" 
Renewal '95, a retreat for Brethren in Christ pastors and their 
spouses, took place July 10-14 at Messiah College. Three hundred 
forty-nine Brethren in Christ pastors, denominational leaders, 
and spouses attended. The retreat offered a combination of relax-
ation and recreation, inspiration, education, and fellowship. 
The themes of renewal and revival were prominent. David and 
Karen Mains, known widely from the radio program, "Chapel of 
the Air," were the featured guest speakers, each speaking at two 
plenary sessions. David's addresses focused on the recent indi-
cations of imminent revival throughout North America and on the 
way past periods of great revival developed. Karen's addresses 
focused on the role of suffering in the Christian life and how the 
body of Christ is uniquely able to minister to people in the midst 
of suffering. 
In addition to the four plenary sessions, there were meetings 
of prayer and worship (the session pictured above was led by the 
Miami area pastors), vocational workshops, and recreational 
activities. Many pastors and spouses had the opportunity to relate 
how God was working in their lives and in their churches. The 
tone of the retreat was optimistic. Pastoral couples were able to 
see many positive indications in the Brethren in Christ denomi-
nation and were given encouragement in their leadership posi-
tions as they labor to fulfill the vision of 250 Growing, Discipling, 
and Sending Brethren in Christ congregations in North America 
by 2000 A.D. 
raguan church. • John Long was in-
stalled June 18 as pastor of the Sher-
mans Valley congregation, Hope-
well, Pa. Bishop Hawbaker officiat-
ed, and Rev. A1 Long led the instal-
lation prayer. • The South Moun-
tain church. Shippensburg, Pa., had 
a June 24 yard/bake sale to help fund 
their new addition. • The Spring-
hope church, Schellsburg, Pa., had a 
June 13 father-son banquet at Ivy 
Stone Restaurant. • A "mystery 
missions auction" was attended June 
23 by 37 members of the Van Lear 
congregation, Williamsport, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy church, Elizabeth-
town, Pa., planned a family life con-
ference, June 10-11, with Ron Hos-
tetter, former Penn State all-star. • 
The Cross Roads church, Mount 
Joy, Pa., recently launched FOCAS 
(Fellowship of Christian Adult Sin-
gles) with a volleyball night and the 
video "Surviving Loneliness." • A 
June 11 Children's Day musical at 
the Fairland church, Cleona, Pa., 
was called "Parents' Night." • "Awe-
some Adventure: God's Amazing 
Deeds" was the title of the June 19-
23 VBS at the Free Grace church, 
Millersburg, Pa. • On June 11 the 
Hempfield church, Lancaster, Pa., 
hosted a musical program by the 
Gerald Wingert family at Landisville 
Campgrounds, concluded by a pot-
luck lunch and testimonies of men 
who had attended Promise Keepers 
in Washington, D.C. 
At the carnival given June 21 by 
the Lancaster church, kids got the 
opportunity to send Pastor Jim, Martha 
Lockwood, and Dave Leonard into 
the dunk tank. A Habitat for Human-
ity workday was June 10. • The 
June 25-29 VBS at the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa., was enjoyed by 256 
children. They "met" missionaries 
from the past and present as they fol-
lowed the theme "Around the World 
with Jesus." • Eleven people were 
baptized into the fellowship of the 
Mastersonville congregation. Man-
heim, Pa., on June 4. • Christian 
illusionist John Foder ministered on 
June 11, Children's Day, at the 
Millersville, Pa., church. 
"Sontown Family Celebration" 
was the theme of the June 25-30 
VBS of the Mt. Pleasant church, 
Mount Joy. • Approximately 70 
people attended the June 4 picnic of 
the New Covenant church, Quaker-
town, Pa., at Memorial Park. • The 
New Joy church, Akron, Pa., re-
ceived 11 members on June 11. • 
The goal of the Palmyra. Pa., con-
gregation for the Miami Project of-
fering on June 9 was $3,000. Speak-
ers were Eduardo and Jill Llanes. • 
Phil Hess's solar car team from 
Messiah College qualified June 18 
for the Indy to Denver race June 19-
29. Phil is a member of the Pequea 
congregation, Lancaster, where five 
persons were baptized and six mem-
bers received on June 25. • The 
Perkiomen Valley church, Col-
Ray Hock ordained 
Rev. Ray D. Hock was or-
dained to the Christian min-
istry on Sunday, June 11, 1995, 
at the Summit View Brethren 
in Christ Church, New Hol-
land, Pa. The ordination ser-
mon entitled "A Divine Man-
date" was given by Rev. Fred 
Geib. Bishop Warren Hoffman 
led the ordination rite. The 
ordination prayer was given by 
Rev. Paul Hill and the charge 
by Dr. Marl in Zook. 
Pastor Hock graduated from 
Simpson College with a BA in 
1977. He attended Eastern 
Baptist Seminary and graduat-
ed with a Master of Divinity 
degree in 1980. Ray and his 
wife Winnie served as mis-
sionaries in Japan from 1980-
1986. Upon their return they 
served as pastoral couple at the 
Oak Park Brethren in Christ 
Church in Des Moines, Iowa. 
In 1992, the Hocks came to 
serve as pastoral couple at 
Summit View. Ray and his 
wife Winnie (Lehman) are par-
ents of two children, Amy, 12, 
and Jason, 16. • 
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legeville, Pa., had a June 10 youth 
flea market and gospel concert. 
The Refton, Pa., congregation 
broke ground for their multi-purpose 
building on June 4. On June 7 the 
church hosted a musical drama by 
the India Children's Choir about the 
conversion of the Hmar headhunters 
tribe. • On June 11 a Family Side-
walk Celebration hosted by the Sil-
verdale, Pa., church featured a pet-
ting zoo with 25 animals and VBS 
registration. The church set a record 
attendance of 166 on June 11. • 
Luke Keefer Sr. taught three sum-
mer Sundays on the fruit of the Spir-
it to the Skyline View congregation, 
Harrisburg, Pa. Four new members 
were welcomed on June 4. • The 
youth of the Souderton, Pa., con-
gregation planned a car wash for 
June 24. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation, Stevens-
ville, Ont., had a love feast and ser-
vices June 3-4 with E. Morris Sider. 
• The Bridlewood church, Agin-
court, Ont., started each Sunday 
morning, July 2-Sept. 3, with a con-
tinental breakfast. On June 18 the 
MCC Youth Discovery Team led the 
service. • The Cheapside congre-
gation, Nanticoke, Ont., launched 
Operation Andrew during the June 4 
service. • On June 10 the Cross 
Roads congregation, Guelph, Ont., 
hosted their annual community bar-
becue. • The proceeds of the youth 
ride-a-thon of the Delisle, Sask., 
church went 75% to the building 
fund and 25% to youth activities. 
A group from the Falls View 
church, Niagara Falls, Ont., attended 
the June 11 Billy Graham Crusade at 
the Skydome, Toronto. • On the 
evening of June 11, the Jr. Choir of 
the Heise Hill church, Gormley, 
Ont., presented "Live at the Palace," 
based on the songs of Steven Curtis 
Chapman. • The women of the 
Houghton church, Langton. Ont., 
raised $485 at a lawn and bake sale 
in early June. • On June 4 Rob Suther-
land spoke to the Oak Ridges, Ont., 
congregation about his ministry with 
Pioneers. The seniors planned a trip 
June 28 to Cullen Gardens. 
From May 2-June 20 the Or-
chard Creek church, St. Catharines, 
Ont.. hosted a seminar for women, 
"Starting Over." The church began a 
five-week video series on July 2 
called "Praying in the Midst of 
Life." • The Port Colborne, Ont., 
congregation celebrated three bap-
tisms and two transfers of member-
ship on June 25. • The Ridgemount 
congregation, Hamilton, Ont., en-
joyed a June 18 barbecue and wor-
ship with the Zambian Youth Choir. 
• On June 11-13 the Rosebank 
church. Petersburg, Ont.. had meet-
ings with Gerald Wilson from Fam-
ily Seminars of Canada. 
On June 18 the children of the 
Sherkston, Ont., church presented 
"The 50th Annual Polk County Pic-
nic," a modern-day story of the 
prodigal son. • Harry Nigh and Phil 
Keefer were guests in June 24-25 
services of the Springvale, Ont., 
church. • "Sontown!" was the 
theme of the day camp June 26-30 of 
the Stayner, Ont., church. • The 
Upper Oaks congregation, Oak-
ville, Ont.. has reactivated its prayer 
chain, and has Saturday evening 
prayer for the Sunday services. • 
The Pfeifers, a gospel group from 
Ohio, held a concert and talent 
search in June at the Wainfleet, 
Ont., church. A duet from the church 
took first place in the group catego-
ry. • Paul and Claire Kiss were 
installed recently as assistant pas-
toral couple of the Westheights 
church, Kitchener, Ont. 
Central Conference 
The men and children of the 
Amherst congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio, went fishing at Sippo Lake on 
June 17. The church viewed the 
Billy Graham video "Come the Morn-
ing" on June 18. • On May 28-June 
11 the Bethel church, Merrill, Mich., 
hosted their 16th annual tent services 
with Pastor Agee preaching and 
music by Tim and Esther Dotson. • 
The Christian Union congregation, 
Garrett, Ind., focused on two sum-
mer missions projects: a new well 
for Mayezane School, Zimbabwe, 
and pamphlets for the Smiths who 
minister to Muslims in London. 
Byron and Ruth Wenger of the 
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio, 
celebrated 50 years of marriage with 
a reception on June 3. Seventeen 
youth and leaders spent a week in 
Harrisburg, Pa., delivering 1,000 fly-
ers for the Paxton Street VBS. They 
also served at MCC headquarters. • 
On June 25 the Lakeview church, 
Goodrich, Mich., hosted a presenta-
tion by Paula Forbush, a second 
grade teacher in Caracas, Venezuela. 
• The VBS kick-off of the Moore-
town church, Sandusky, Mich., was 
June 18 at Memorial Park. 
The June Sunday school picnic 
of the Morrison, 111., church fea-
tured the puppet/music ministry of 
Linda Lou Hanson. • Several youth 
of the Nappanee, Ind., church were 
baptized on June 4. Bishop Byers 
told the congregation, "You Can't 
Just Sit There" in his June 18 guest 
sermon. • Attendance at the June 
12 week VBS of the Northgate fel-
lowship, Tipp City, Ohio, averaged 
24. • The Pleasant Hill, Ohio, 
church received three members on 
June 4. • Pastor Doug McCon-
naughey of the Sippo Valley church. 
E.Y Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
August 15, 1895 issue—"Of the late French Senator 
Renaud is told the following anecdote: When Renaud first 
came as a senator to Paris...he engaged a room at a hotel and 
paid a month's rent...in advance. The proprietor asked him 
if he would have a receipt. 'It is not necessary,' replied 
Renaud, 'God has witnessed the payment.' 'Do you believe 
in God?' sneered the host. 'Most assuredly,' replied Renaud, 
'don't you?' 'Not I, monsieur.' 'Ah,' said the senator, 'in 
that case, please write me out a receipt.'" 
75 Years Ago 
August 23, 1920 issue—Former editor George Detwiler 
wrote to editor V. L. Stump: "I am enclosing an article for 
the Visitor, written by J. R. Zook in 1918 and which just 
lately came to light. It was this way: as you know we live in 
the former orphanage building. There was a contribution box 
in the hall inside the door, and was locked so that we never 
undertook to open it until this week the occasion arose, and, 
lo and behold, here were a number of old letters which had 
been put into it; the mail carrier no doubt thinking our mail 
was to be put in there. So this article came to light and, as it 
is not out of date, I forward same to you for disposal." 
50 Years Ago 
August 27, 1945 issue—In an article regarding fashions 
in women's clothing, C. F. Derstine quotes the Kitchener 
Record: "To determine just how fantastic milady's hats can 
be without arousing comment, a former New York show girl 
took a stroll along Hollywood's famous boulevards. On her 
carefully marcelled locks she wore a gaudy lamp shade 
trimmed with one rubber band, two artificial flowers, one 
chain off a bathtub plug, and one shoelace. No one took the 
least notice of her ornate chapeau! Which goes to prove— 
well, what does it prove? It is said that the majority of the 
fair sex would rather be dead than out of style...." 
25 Years Ago 
August 25, 1970 issue—Excerpts from a "Missionary 
Manual" being prepared for overseas personnel included 
these observations: "Take someone shopping with you the 
first time. You'll have a hard time finding a 'spool of thread' 
but not a 'reel of cotton.'" "It is not even certain that a mis-
sionary's preaching is limited to his waking hours. The mis-
sionary must seriously consider the possibility that he is 
being observed while asleep, especially if he is sleeping in 
church...." 
10 Years Ago 
August 1985—In an article about work entitled "The 
glory of the grind," Paul Snyder discussed the importance of 
"servant-leadership": "Leadership and servanthood in work 
have a tricky twist very often. An apocryphal story is told of 
a hardworking Carthusian monk, explaining to a stranger the 
different classes of work the Jesuits performed. He said, 
'Now the Franciscans excel in good works; the Domini-
cans are much better preachers; and when it comes to humil-
ity, we're tops!'" 
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Massillon, Ohio, gave a concert June 
9 at the downtown gazebo in Kent, 
Ohio. • New Light from Messiah 
College ministered in the July 16 
service at the Union Grove church, 
New Paris, Ind. 
Midwest Conference 
The June 18 guest speaker for 
the Abilene. Kan., service was M.E. 
Wansel f rom McPherson. The 
church held VBS on the four Wed-
nesday nights in June. • The Mound 
Park congregation planned a Sun-
day school picnic for June 24 at 
Ledges St. Park. • On June 15 the 
Oklahoma City congregation spon-
sored a children's event at Red Rock 
Canyon. Twenty-six children en-
joyed a scavenger hunt, crafts, games, 
story, and swimming. • Teen Jen-
nifer Beausoleil of the Rosebank 
congregation. Hope, Kan., went on a 
summer missions trip to Mexico. A 
commissioning service for all the 
participating teens was at the Zion 
church (Abilene) on June 7. • Pas-
tor Ron and Kerry Bowell of the 
Zion church attended the June 12-17 
Billy Graham School of Evangelism 
in Wheaton, 111. 
Pacific Conference 
On June 21 the women of the 
Chino. Calif., church had a T-shirt 
craft night. "Seaside with the Sav-
ior" was the June 25-29 VBS theme. 
• The Ontario. Calif., church began 
a Tuesday night parenting class on 
July 11. The church hosted an area 
youth overnighter on June 20. • Frank 
and Lois Haskins are once again pro-
viding interim pastoral leadership for 
the Pacific Highway church, Salem, 
Ore. • Lane Hostetter was guest 
speaker June 11 at the Upland. Calif., 
church. On the evening of June 25 
the congregation saw the video 
"Seize the Moment With Passion" 
by Tony Campolo. • Bishop Bru-
baker was a guest in the June 25 ser-
vice of the Walnut, Calif., church. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel con-
gregation, Columbia, Ky., welcomed 
new pastor Roy Phillips in July. • 
The singles of the Grace Commu-
nity congregation. Lawrenceville, 
Ga., attended a June 16 dinner con-
cert featuring John Riley and Trace 
Balin. The adult Sunday school class 
had a recent study called "Work-
book on Faith" by Manley Beasley. 
• Jim Green and Dusty Cooper were 
July guest speakers focusing on 
youth concerns for the Holden Park 
congregation, Orlando, Fla. • The 
June 11 week VBS theme for the 
Millerfield's congregation, Colum-
bia, Ky., was "Kids Under Construc-
tion." The church provided music 
two nights for the community tent 
meetings held the week of June 19 
with evangelist Ernie Weber. • The 
Rolling Acres congregation, Mc-
Minnville, Tenn., had a fellowship 
social June 18 for new pastor Tim 
Lewis. • Guests for the June 18 
Winchester, Va., service and picnic 
were Howard and Becky Garver, 
South American missionaries. 
Susquehanna Conference 
On June 4 the Big Valley con-
gregation, Belleville. Pa., hosted a 
concert by the Valley View Amish 
Mennonite Youth Chorus. • Retired 
missionary Mary Olive Lady spoke 
in the June 25 morning service of 
the Carlisle, Pa., church. On June 
10 John and Amy Yeatts led a 
Jubilee teacher training session for 
the fall materials. • Eight persons 
were baptized June 11 into the fel-
lowship of the Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Mifflintown, Pa. • The 
June 19-23 VBS at the Cedar 
Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa., was 
unique: it featured five sports camps 
—soccer, football, baseball, hockey, 
and mountaineering—with related 
Bible passages. Sixty children 
attended. 
Dwayne Potteiger was the June 
11 speaker for the Dillsburg, Pa., 
church. A married couples' retreat 
was June 2-4. • Megan Davis spent 
a week in June interning at the 
Fairview church, Reesers Summit, 
Pa., helping with VBS. Nine persons 
were baptized in the June 11 service. 
• A retreat was planned for the 
youth of the Grantham. Pa., church 
June 9-11 at Summit Lake Camp, 
Emmitsburg, Md. • A gospel con-
cert by the Peters family replaced 
regular services June 4 at the Han-
over, Pa., church. • The youth of 
the Jemison Valley congregation, 
Westfield, Pa., sponsored a Father's 
Day breakfast June 18. • Dean and 
Ann Marie Parry were speakers June 
4 at the Locust Grove church, York. 





by W. Edward Rickman 
W. Edward Rickman is the executive 
director of Stewardship Services for 
the Brethren in Christ Church. 
"Come on down!" is a phrase that rings a bell with everyone who has watched 
the show "The Price Is Right." It also produces vivid recall of the shrieks and 
shouts of joy and excitement at the prospect of winning huge prizes. The object of 
the game is simply to match the price of an item to its real value. If you're success-
ful at doing so, you're a winner. If you're not successful in matching the price to 
the real value, you're not only a loser, but you have also spent your time in an exer-
cise in futility which leaves you in a state of disappointment, despair, and depres-
sion. 
There are some amazing similarities between this show and our real-life efforts 
to discover the match between the real values of life and the price that we assign to 
those values. The end result of those real-life decisions will also determine whether 
we are "winners" or "losers." 
As individuals, we have the privilege and responsibility of determining a price 
we are willing to pay for every facet of our lives. We decide what price we're will-
ing to pay for a car or a new refrigerator. Since the value and price are established 
by the manufacturer and retailer, our choices are pretty much limited by the model 
we choose, which affects the price we pay. 
On the other hand, we also choose the price we are willing to pay for success 
in our work or happiness in our marriage. In these instances, the relationship 
between "price" and "value" is much more nebulous. Nevertheless, even though it 
is difficult, we are forced to determine our commitment to assigning a price. 
Jesus was very astute in pointing out some of the hard choices which will have 
ultimate results that are either pleasant or disastrous. For example, he asked: 
"...What can a man give in exchange for his soul?" (Matthew 16:26). Inherent in 
that question are at least two major considerations: 
1. There is a specific value for the soul. That value can never be expressed in 
monetary terms. However, there is a specific value. Our problem is discern-
ing what that value may be and what we can do to maintain that value. 
2. There is a price to be paid to assure the eternal value of the soul. It is also 
obvious that if the price is not right, the soul can be lost. 
Jesus had already asked the question: "What good will it be for a man if he 
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Pa. A picnic followed the service. 
The Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., planned a Sunday 
school picnic for June 17 at Miles-
burg Park. A VBS crafts workshop 
was June 25. • On June 14 Marcus 
Sollenberger spoke to the Messiah 
Village congregation, Mechanics-
burg, Pa., about his future aviation 
work with Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors in Brazil. • On June 10 the 
Redland Valley congregation, York 
Haven, Pa., had Boys Brigade 
awards night. The youth missions 
team traveled to Mexico June 17-25. 
• An outdoor concert with trum-
peter Chiz Rider was planned for 
July 8 by the West Shore church, 





Bream: Cody Thomas. May 17; 
Tom and Gina Bream, Mechanics-
burg congregation. Pa. 
Brubaker: Lamar Nathaniel, 
Jan. 1; Donald and Luann Brubaker. 
Refton congregation. Pa. 
Chabak: Grace Louise, May 1; 
Peter and Deborah Chabak. New 
Covenant congregation. Pa. 
Flagg: Naomi Rae, June 19; Tim 
and Karen (Norton) Flagg, Wain-
fleet congregation, Ont. 
Forte: David Joseph, June 10; 
Joseph and Dawn (Lapp) Forte, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Gelnett: Kolton Reid, May 29; 
Daryl and Joyce Gelnett. Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Hangey: Benjamin Guyer, Apr. 
2; Guyer and Staci Hangey, New 
Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Herr: Alisa Colleen, June 3; 
John and Kathleen (Brown) Herr, 
Manor congregation. Pa. 
Hess: Olivia Ellen, June 11; 
Edward and Michel (Burke) Hess, 
Fairland congregation. Pa. 
Jones: Hayley Elizabeth, May 
26; Robert and Diane Jones, Air Hill 
congregation, Pa. 
Kemrer: Myranda Katie, June 
13; Brian and Georgann (Kibler) 
Kemrer, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Lambdin: Daniel Stephen, May 
29; Larry and Christine (Bielski) 
Lambdin, Faith congregation, Md. 
Melhorn: Matthew Roland, June 
9; John and Nancy (Roland) Mel-
horn, Locust Grove congregation. 
Pa. 
Melton: Bridger Preston. May 
10; Russ and Sue Melton, Refton 
congregation, Pa. 
Negley: Rebekah Hope, June 16; 
Lowell and Deborah (Cornog) Neg-
ley, Silverdale congregation, Pa. 
Patil: Gabriel James, May 25; 
James and Jennifer (Bair) Patil, Red-
land Valley congregation. Pa. 
Rhoads: Joshua Michael, May 
20; James and Roberta (Sheer) 
Rhoads, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Robenolt: Allison Rebecca, 
June 10; William and Caryn 
Robenolt, Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Shaver: Courtney Christoff, 
June 9; James and Therese 
(Magdich) Shaver, Manor congre-
gation, Pa. 
Shenk: Connor Paul, May 4; 
Roger and Donna Shenk, Refton 
congregation. Pa. 
Shenk: Holly May, May 26; 
Dennis and Carol Shenk, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Spoonhour: Hannah Elizabeth. 
June 8; Alan and Marcia (Mellinger) 
Spoonhour. Hempfield congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Stump: Jason Robert, May 25; 
Robert and Darlene (Dennis) Stump, 
Faith congregation. Md. 
Webster: Kendall Jordan, June 
21; Jake and Sandi (Albright) Web-
ster, Winchester congregation, Va. 
Winger: Daniel John. May 29; 
Lowell and Tracey (Kelly) Winger, 
Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Winger: Jenna Elizabeth Jane, 
May 26; Douglas and Mary Jane 
(Pike) Winger. Westheights congre-
gation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Brumbaugh - Tears: Terri Jo, 
daughter of Max and Erma Tears, 
Martinsburg, Pa., and John Andrew, 
son of James and Diane Keyser, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., and Harold 
gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?" He was illustrating the ultimate result 
of ignoring the truth of the two previous verses which read: 
"Then Jesus said to his disciples, 'If anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his 
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it'" Matthew 16:24-25. 
The price to be paid for saving one's life is clearly contrasted with the ultimate 
result of refusing to pay that price. 
It is all part of God's sovereign plan to allow us the freedom of choice to 
decide whether or not we will set the right price for the right value of our soul. 
God has provided general principles and directions for us in making this determi-
nation, but he leaves it to us to work out the details. 
Look first at some of the general principles of the Word of God: 
1. God created us as stewards by making us like himself, in his own image. 
Since God is a giver, his design is for us to be like him in this respect. 
2. God created a plan of salvation that requires a total surrender of our will to 
his will. There is a "giving up" of some of our values in exchange for the 
eternal value God offers. 
3. The act of selfishly trying to save our lives and the products of our lives 
will produce loss, while forfeiting our lives and the products of our lives to 
God will cause us to find the true essence of life. 
The consequence of these principles at work in us will create a keen awareness 
of the ultimate value of the soul. These principles at work in us will also guide us 
in making choices that put a "price" on the value of our soul. 
When we reduce it all down to the practical issues of life, we discover that the 
benefits God has promised for following him far outweigh the requirements he 
places on us. He even promises to bless our giving by returning blessing more 
abundant than our giving! How can we lose by giving with this kind of promise? 
On the other hand, considering the truth of the word in this Matthew 16 passage, 
look what you can lose by not giving. 
When you take into account all the blessing of giving and eternal life, too, I 
think THE PRICE IS RIGHT! 
(AfcSy AND I UIWEN'T 
CWfVMOEO OCR BELIEF THAT 
CHRISTIANS SHOULD ST W T O 
NECESSITIES OF LIFE", 
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Congregational 1 ,002,726 1.020,973 
Individual 16,654 181,868 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 296,786 317.470 
Congregational 178.111 187,189 
Individual 118,675 130,281 
Total to Date 1 .316,166 1.520.311 
Total Budget 4 .091.643 4,093,469 
Received to Date 32.2% 37.1% 
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Brumbaugh, Harrisburg, Pa., June 
10, at Mar t insburg Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Earl E. 
Herr officiating. 
Carr - Walraven: Kelly Lynn, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hair-
ston and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wal-
raven, Atlanta, Ga., and Jeffrey Ran-
dall Carr, son of Rebecca Graham 
and R a y m o n d Bar th , May 27, 
Atlanta, at Decatur First United 
Methodist Chapel with Rev. Chuck 
Anderson officiating. 
Esbin - Martin: Pamela, daugh-
ter of Allen and Cindy Martin, Wag-
ontown, Pa., and Dale Jacob, son of 
Donald and Josie Esbin, Willow 
Street, Pa., May 20, at First Baptist 
Church of Pequea with Rev. Walter 
Venman officiating. 
Gosden - Gallant: Tammy Ann 
Gallant, St. Catharines, Ont., and 
Raymond Bruce Gosden, Brampton, 
Ont., Apr. 22, at Falls View Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Kathleen 
Leadley officiating. 
H o e r n e r - Mi l l er : Che lsa 
LaRae, daughter of Gary and LaRae 
Miller, Enterprise, Kan., and Chad 
Everett, son of Paul and Marlene 
Hoerner, Abilene, Kan., June 24, at 
Abilene Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Ron Bowell officiating. 
Hoke - Kreider: Nancy Joanne 
Kreider and William Robert Hoke. 
June 3, at Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Kenneth O. 
Hoke and Rev. Robert B. Ives offi-
ciating. 
Hopkins - Heise: Chery l 
Doreen. daughter of David and Jean 
Heise, Lowbanks, Ont., and Mark 
David, son of J. David and Darlene 
Hopkins, Dillsburg, Pa., June 24, at 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Charles Mashinter offici-
ating. 
Johnson - Kauffman: Tonya 
Marie, daughter of Connie and Larry 
Weaver, Lancaster, Pa., and Carson 
and Kathy Kauffman, Washington 
Boro, Pa., and Tracy Douglas, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Collins, Sea 
Cliff, N.Y., June 10, at Manor Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Robert L. Sheetz and Rev. David 
Collins officiating. 
Kruft - Hess: Cor r ine D., 
daughter of Gerald and Jan Hess, 
Dillsburg, Pa., and David K., son of 
David R. and Carol Ann Kruft, Flo-
ral Park, N.Y., June 10, at Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
David Zercher officiating. 
Loose - Musselman: Kristie 
Michelle, daughter of Rick and 
Gwen Musselman, New Enterprise, 
Pa., and Vaughn Allen Jr., son of 
Vaughn and Miriam Loose, Wood-
burg, Pa., July 1, at Martinsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Earl E. Herr officiating. 
McMillen - Kendig: Wendy 
Lynn, daughter of Donald and Helen 
Tawney, Conestoga, Pa., and David 
L. Kendig, and Steven James, son 
of Richard and Betty McMillen, 
Lancaster, Pa., June 17, at Pequea 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
J. Daniel Houck officiating. 
Miller - Freeman: Michelle 
Lee, daughter of Richard and Patri-
cia Freeman, Wainfleet, Ont., and 
Kevin Grant, son of Perry and Doris 
Miller, Kitchener, Ont.. Apr. 29, at 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Gary Page officiating. 
Mitche l l - Parsons: Lesl ie 
Lynne, daughter of Ronald L. Par-
sons Sr. and Karena May Parsons, 
Hage r s town , Md. , and Mark 
Edward, son of Orville and the late 
Pauline Mitchell, Maugansville, 
Md., June 24, at Hollowell Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Michael 
W. Maneval officiating. 
Mullaney - Rogers: Cheryl 
Ann, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Rogers, Baltimore, Md.. and 
Wayne Michael Jr.. son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wayne M. Mullaney, Balti-
more, May 28, at Faith Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Dwayne L. 
Hulett officiating. 
Neff - McKinney: Evelyn D. 
McKinney and Rick L. Neff, June 
17, at Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Robert L. Sheetz 
officiating. 
Newcomer - Boring: Brandee 
Suzanne, daughter of J. Edward and 
Wendy Boring, Chambersburg, Pa., 
and Larry Dean Jr., son of Larry D. 
and Julie Newcomer, Mountville, 
Pa., May 20, at New Guilford Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. J. 
Edward Boring officiating. 
Snook - Long: Mal inda R., 
daughter of Thomas Long and Donna 
Jeirles, Mill Hall, Pa., and Lewis D. 
Jr., son of Lewis and lolene Snook, 
Loganton, Pa., June 17, at Cedar 
Heights Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. R. Mark Thornton offici-
ating. 
Steckbeck - Bender: Joy, 
daughter of John and Jean Bender, 
Ephrata, Pa., and Andrew, son of 
Mick and Fern Steckbeck, Mt. Joy, 
Pa., June 10, at Millersville Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Eugene 
Byer and Rev. M. Eugene Heidler 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Hux: Verna Pearl Hux, born 
June 29, 1903, daughter of John and 
Christina Winger Teal, died May 25. 
Preceding her in death was her hus-
band, Roy; a daughter, Dorothy 
Sherk; and eight brothers and sis-
ters. Surviving are 4 daughters, Ruth 
Sherk, Mabel Booth, Irene Priddle. 
and Lillian Burgess; 23 grandchil-
dren; 40 great-grandchi ldren; 1 
great-great-grandchild; 4 sisters, 
Bertha Helka, Martha Long, Mary 
Crane, and Esther Hansell; and a 
brother, Herbert Teal. She kept a 
nursing home for several years, and 
housed foster children. In recent 
years she had attended the Spring-
vale congregation, Ont., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Rick Sil-
vestro, Rev. Ken Case, and Rev. Jon 
Kroze officiating. Interment was in 
Greenwood Cemetery. 
Lichtenberger: Thelma Dean 
Lichtenberger died May 18. Preced-
ing her in death were two brothers, 
Earl and Kenneth Zimmerman. Sur-
viving are her husband, Rufeen 
Lichtenberger; a daughter, Marilyn 
Fretz; and a sister, Doris Lichten-
berger. Thelma was a member of the 
Bertie congregation, Ont., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Don 
Middlemiss officiating. Interment 
was in the church cemetery. 
Meyers: Isaac N. Meyers, born 
July 27, 1930, died June 11. Surviv-
ing is his wife, Mary (Shank); one 
daughter ; and a grandson. The 
funeral was conducted by Rev. Wil-
bur W. Benner at the Harold Zim-
merman & Son Funeral Home. 
Interment was in Parklawns Memo-
rial Gardens (Chambersburg, Pa.) 
Reigel: Nancy Lee Reigel, born 
July 7, 1940, in Hershey, Pa., daugh-
ter of Harold and Grace Graybill, 
died May 27. Surviving are her hus-
band, Paul U. Reigel; and four sons, 
Dwylan R., Jeffrey P., Steve A., and 
Kent M. Nancy was vice president 
of the family business, P & N Exca-
vation, Inc. She was a member of 
the Fair land congregat ion, Pa., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Ronald Slabaugh and Rev. 
David Heagy officiating. Interment 
was in North Bellegrove Cemetery. 
Shawver: Thomas B. Shawver, 
born Dec. 18, 1922, son of Ray A. 
and Sue A. Walizer Shawver, died 
May 24. Preceding him in death was 
a brother, Ronald. Surviving are two 
children, Thomas Jr. and Elizabeth 
Monroe; a brother, Charles; and a 
sister, Emma Jean Irwin. Thomas 
had been a transport driver for Road-
way Trucking Co. He was a member 
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Bulawayo: New credit facility to help 
Zimbabweans "arise and walk" 
Affordable credit is a step closer for strug-
gling micro-entrepreneurs in Bulawayo, Zim-
babwe's second-largest city. A new credit facil-
ity for low income clients, supported by Men-
nonite Economic Development Associates 
(MEDA), has been registered and hopes to issue 
loans by fall. 
The new agency is called the Phakama Sav-
ings and Credit Cooperative Society. Phakama 
means "stand up" or "arise" in the Ndebele lan-
guage, as Jesus said to the lame man, "Arise, 
and walk." Phakama's mission statement reads: 
"Our aim, as a Christian organization, is to assist 
in meeting the financial and developmental 
needs of informal sector micro-entrepreneurs 
with business potential." 
MEDA is committed to provide $30,000 for 
Phakama's first year of operation and up to 
$25,000 for the first year's loan capital. Appli-
cation has been made to the U.S. Agency for 
International Development for additional funds 
to help the program grow. The goal, at the end 
of four years, is to have 3,000 active clients, of 
whom some 60 percent will be women, and an 
annual loan volume of $1.8 million. 
The members and board of the new organi-
zation are all from the Christian business com-
munity in Bulawayo. Six are from the Brethren 
in Christ Church. Vukani Moyo, a banker and 
the treasurer of the Bulawayo Urban Churches, 
is chairman of the Phakama Board of Directors. 
Bishop Jacob Shenk is vice-chairman, while 
Ayanda Khumalo, an accountant and chairman 
of the finance committee of the Bulawayo urban 
churches, is treasurer. Mrs. Abby Dube, a radio 
broadcaster and organising secretary of the Bul-
awayo Central congregation, is a board member, 
as is Mr. Agrippa Masiye. Isaac Mpofu, chair-
man of the Bulawayo Central church council 
and a MEDA staff member, serves as Phaka-
ma's Director of Operations. MEDA's repre-
sentative is Dan Norell, Southern African 
regional manager. 
"With such a strong and dedicated group of 
Christian professionals, we've got the makings 
of something good," says Allan Sauder, 
MEDA's director of operations. "Dan should 
be proud of the connections he has forged which 
permit such an auspicious beginning for the 
credit society." 
of the Blandburg congregation, Pa. 
The funeral was held at Carn-
Weaver Funeral Home with Rev. 
Lenny C. Gault officiating. Inter-
ment was in Alto Reste Park. 
Sherk: Joseph David Sherk, 
born Aug. 30, 1919, son of Bert Ray 
and Hazel Sherk, died May 17. Pre-
ceding him in death were three sis-
ters, Viola Winger, Katharine Sider, 
and Mary McCullough; and a broth-
er, Lewis. Surviving are his wife, 
Edna; two daughters, Joan Eberly 
and Cary Cook; four grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren; two sis-
ters, Phyllis Pye and Betty McCul-
lough; and two brothers, Claude and 
William. Joseph had served as adult 
Sunday school superintendent and 
treasurer at the Sherkston Brethren 
in Christ Church, Ont., where he was 
a member. The funeral was held at 
the church with Rev. Leonard J. 
Chester officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Shoalts: Mary Shoalts, born 
May 6, 1911, daughter of Harmon 
and Alberta Marr, died May 27. Pre-
ceding her in death was her husband, 
Paul Shoalts. Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Lynne Shoalts; and a sister, 
Thelma Marr. Mary was a faithful 
member of the Wainfleet congrega-
tion, Ont. The funeral was held at 
the Lampman Funeral Home with 
Rev. Charles Mashinter officiating. 
Interment was in Maple Lawn Cem-
etery. 
Van Den Hurk: Edite Hubert 
Van Den Hurk, born Feb. 16, 1948, 
in Brazil, daughter of Peter and 
Maria Hubert, died May 26. Preced-
ing her in death was a brother, Harry 
Hubert. Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Heidi and Mary Lynne; a son, 
Jonathan; one grandson; three broth-
ers; a sister; and nieces and neph-
ews. Edite moved from Brazil in 
1967 to receive higher education in 
Canada. After marrying Gerrit, they 
purchased a chicken farm in New 
Lowell, Ont. She was a member of 
the Stayner congregation, Ont., 
where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Richard Martens, and Rev. 
Godfrey Hubert officiating. Inter-
ment was in the church cemetery. 
Wingert: George B. Wingert, 
born Dec. 1, 1913, son of George 
W. and Minnie Brechbill Wingert, 
died May 26. Preceding him in death 
were his wife, Elsie (Rice); 4 sisters; 
and 5 brothers. Surviving are his 
wife, Martha (Myers); a daughter, 
Vera M. Williams; a son, Marlin L.; 
2 stepdaughters, Joan Wingert and 
Freda Bowers; 3 stepsons. Elwood, 
Leroy, and Eber; 6 grandchildren; 3 
great-grandchildren; 11 stepgrand-
children; a sister, Ruth; and a broth-
er, Paul B. George was a member of 
the New Guilford congregation, Pa., 
and a former trustee. He retired from 
lifelong farming in 1982, and was a 
member of the Pa. Farmers Assoc. 
He also drove a school bus for 20 
years in the Chambersburg area. The 
funeral was held at New Guilford 
with Rev. Robert D. Verno officiat-
ing. Interment was in New Guilford 
Cemetery. 
Zook: Anna M. Zook, born Apr. 
27, 1898, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth Bricker Knoll, died June 6. 
Preceding her in death was her hus-
band. Arthur C. Zook. Surviving are 
3 daughters, Ruth E. Fadenrecht, 
Dorothy Glick, and Beulah Wiser; 
4 sons, A. Leroy, Paul K, Mervin 
D., and Earl W.; 31 grandchildren; 
70 great-grandchildren; and 6 great-
great-grandchildren; a sister, 
Kathryn Brechbill; and two broth-
ers, Robert and Charles Knoll. Anna 
Job Opening 
Elementary Teacher: Appli-
cations are being accepted for a 
full time Resource Room teach-
er/coordinator (Remedial Read-
ing and Math) for the 1995-96 
school year at Kraybill Menno-
nite School, an accredited K-8 
grade school with 365 students. 
Call John Weber, Administra-
tor, at (717) 653-5236, or write 
to 598 Kraybill Church Road, 
Mount Joy, PA 17552. 
had been a resident at Messiah Vil-
lage since 1992. She was a member 
of the Golden Age Club, the 
Women's Christian Temperance 
Union, and the Chambersburg con-
gregation, Pa., where the funeral ser-
vice was held with Rev. Kevin Wit-
ter and Bishop Emeritus Charlie B. 
Byers officiating. Interment was in 
Air Hill Cemetery. 
Zook: Bert L. Zook, born Dec. 
22, 1913, in Abilene, Kan., son of 
Bruce and Susan Zook, died May 
12. Surviving are his wife, Lear; and 
four sons, Dwight, Duane, Ivan, and 
Samuel. He was a member of the 
Position Opening 
Executive Director 
The National Interreligious 
Service Board for Conscien-
tious Objectors (NISBCO) is 
now accepting applications for 
the position of Executive Direc-
tor. Closing date for applica-
tions Oct. 1, 1995. The position 
begins Jan. 1, 1996 (nego-
tiable). Please contact NISBCO 
for a job description and addi-
tional information. Write or call 
NISBCO, 1612 K Street NW, 
Suite 1400, Washington, DC, 
20006-2802. Tel. (202) 293-
3220; fax (202) 293-3218; e-
mail NISBCO@igc.apc.org. 
Zion congregation, Kan., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Ron 
Bowell officiating. Interment was in 
Bethel Cemetery. 
Correction: In the June obitu-
ary of Jennie Byer, the name of 
Marie Albrecht was missing in the 
list of surviving children. • 
Assistant Director 
Mennonite Central Commit-
tee is accepting applications for 
assistant director in the Person-
nel Department (Akron, Pa.). 
This 3-year position is available 
Oct. 1, 1995. Qualifications in-
clude a commitment to Chris-
tian faith, active church mem-
bership. and nonviolent peace-
making. Applicants must have a 
college degree, interviewing 
and/or counseling experience, 
and MCC service experience. 
Writing and oral communica-
tions skills, initiative, and trav-
el are necessary. Interested per-
sons in the United States con-
tact Carol Eby-Good, 21 S. 
12th St.. P.O. Box 500, Akron. 
PA 17501-0500. phone (717) 
859-1151. In Canada contact 
MCC Canada Personnel, 134 
Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB 
R3T 5K9, phone (204) 261-
6381. Applications due Sept. 8. 
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Grantham (left to right): Aaron Zercher, Marcus Yeatts, Ben Bixler, 
Brian Wigg, Jeremy Spicher, Harriet Bicksler (coach), Megan Davis. 
Clinching their victory dramatically on the twentieth question, 
the Grantham "A" Bible quiz team claimed the championship in 
the 1995 denominational quiz finals, held at Carlisle Brethren in 
Christ Church from June 30 through July 4, 1995. The Grantham 
team had come through the winners' bracket to the finals, where 
they met a strong team from Mount Rock Brethren in Christ 
Church. The lead see-sawed back and forth throughout the quiz 
until the last question when Grantham won by getting their four-
point bonus for having all four of their quizzers answer questions. 
Other teams in the tournament included Paramount from 
Hagerstown, Mary-
land, f inishing 
third; Elizabeth-
town, Pa., fourth; 
Nappanee, Ind., 
fifth; Pequea, Pa., 
sixth; Grantham 
"B," seventh; Fair-
view, Ohio, eighth; 
Harrisburg, Pa., 
ninth; and Upland, 
Calif., tenth. The 
Upland team is the 
spearhead of a re-
vival of interest in 
Bible quizzing in 
the Pacific Confer-
ence. 
The ten top quizzers in the tournament 
included Gina Jenkins from Fairview, first; 
Marcus Yeatts from Grantham "A," sec-
ond; Jenny Kipe from Paramount, third; 
Richard Spotts from Grantham "B," 
fourth; Kimberly Kipe from Paramount, 
fifth; Rachel Hoover from Nappanee, 
sixth; Kim Stoermann from Mount Rock, 
seventh; Kelly Risser from Elizabethtown, 
eighth; John Houck from Pequea, ninth; 
and Heather Carr from Harrisburg, tenth. 
Brooke Hoffman from Elizabethtown 
received the Quizzers' Choice Award, and 
Stoermann received the Top Rookie Award 
for the best first-year quizzer. In addition, 
Gina Jenkins was presented a Bible, given 
by the Christian Light Bookstores. 
Hosting its second denominational tournament in three years, 
the staff and members of the Carlisle church went all-out to 
make the quizzers feel at home. Those who needed lodging were 
housed in homes of Carlisle church members, and the church 
Mount Rock (left to right): Christie Stoermann, Scott Benedict, Megan 
Benedict, Kim Stoermann, Stuart Heisey, Brian Flewelling, Rick Mor-
ris (coach ). 
"Three-peat" for 
Grantham 
kitchen staff provided meals. Pastor Ken Hoke was constantly in 
the thick of things, serving food, washing dishes, and generally 
making sure that everything ran smoothly. 
In addition to a heavy schedule of quizzing, the quizzers man-
aged time for several special activities. On Saturday night, Jane 
Beachey, the youth pastor at Carlisle, organized an evening of 
recreation that centered around a rousing game of Capture the 
Flag, followed by an ice cream sundae bar. Sunday evening the 
tournament participants were joined by many people from Cen-
tral Pennsylvania churches who came to hear the MCC Youth 
Discovery Team that featured young people from North Amer-
ica and Zambia in a concert of songs in English and several 
Central African languages. The Zambian members of the ensem-
ble are all from the Zambia Brethren in Christ Church. Finally, 
on Monday evening, quizzers enjoyed an 
evening at Hersheypark, where in spite of 
record holiday crowds, many managed to 
get soaking wet on the water rides. 
The denominational tournament marked 
the conclusion of this year's quizzing activ-
ities for all except the Grantham "A" team, 
who left the next day to participate in the 
World Bible Quiz Association Tournament 
in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. 
Next year's quizzing season begins this 
fall with the study of Hebrews and 1 and 2 
Peter. Churches desiring information on 
how to start a quiz team may contact the 
denominational quizmaster, John A. Sider, 
at P. O. Box 108, Grantham, PA 17027 or 
at (717) 697-1597. 
The following re-
gional quizmasters 










rey Hawton (705) 
325-4988; Central 
Conference—Bon-
nie Walker (810) 
636-7928; and 
Southeast Confer-
ence—Wanda Gibson (703) 434-1132. At present there are no 
regional quizmasters for Midwest, Pacific, and Susquehanna 
conferences. Churches in those areas should contact the denom-
inational quizmaster. g 
Paramount (left to right): Melissa Manske, Jenny Kipe, Jason Hiser, 
Vickie Stouffer (coach), Kimberly Kipe. 
1995 Denominational quiz finals 
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Emerson Lesher installed as 
president of Messiah Village 
Dr. Emerson L. Lesher was formally 
installed on Sunday, June 4, 1995, as 
president of Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa. Because of limited space, 
there were two services held in the Vil-
lage Chapel . 
One was in the 
morning; the 
other was in the 
afternoon. 
The day be-
gan with a conti-
nental breakfast 
in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 8:30 
a.m. The first 
installation ser-
vice, which was 
primarily for the 
residents, began 
at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Chapel. Par-
ticipating in the service were Pastors 
Avery Musser, Martha Lady, Robert 
Lehman, and Ron Burgard. Also sharing 
in the service were Rev. Harvey Sider, 
moderator of the Brethren in Christ 
Church: Mr. Marion Yoder, secretary of 
the Board of Trustees; Mr. William Sieg-
mann, chairman. Resident Council; Mrs. 
Joan Reynolds, charge nurse; Dr. Harold 
Engle, Village Church Board; Mr. Ken-
neth Stoessel, soloist; and Mrs. Mabel 
Hensel, organist. 
The second installation service began 
in the chapel at 2:30 p.m. with music by 
the West Shore String Quartet. This ser-
vice was chaired by Dr. Dorothy Gish, 
acting Dean of the Faculty, Messiah Col-
lege and chair of the Messiah Village 
Board of Trustees. Participants included 
Dr. Donald Shafer, general secretary of 
the Brethren in Christ Church; Mr. Ray 
Trimmer, president, Board of Commis-
sioners, Upper Allen township; Mr. 
Ronald Barth, executive director of Penn-
sylvania Association of Non-profit 
Homes for the Aging; Mr. William Sieg-
mann; Mrs. Mary Lou Begley, vice pres-
ident of Resident 
Services at Messiah 
Village; and Dr. 
Arthur Climenhaga, 
resident of Messiah 
Village. 
Residents and 
friends greeted Dr. 
Lesher and his wife, 
Dr. Ruth Lesher, 
during the reception 
held in the Nursing 
Care Dining Room 
following the ser-
vice. It was a beau-
tiful day of celebra-
tion that begins a 
new era of leadership and challenge in 
meeting the needs of elderly adults in 
today's society. 
Excerpts from Dr. Lesher's remarks 
during the morning Chapel service 
The Mission Statement of Messiah 
Village reads.... 
"Messiah Village, a ministry of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, is committed 
to providing high quality housing, sup-
portive services, and health care to older 
people in an atmosphere of Christ-like 
love and concern for the whole person." 
I believe in one sentence this state-
ment says what we are about here at Mes-
siah Village. It is a statement of why we 
exist, and what we are attempting to 
achieve. It defines who we are now, but 
also outlines what we should strive to 
become. 
I remember helping to write this state-
ment as a board mem-
ber and recall that 
every word was care-
fully selected. I would 
like to comment on 
several phrases: 
First is the phrase 
...a ministry of the 
Brethren in Christ 
Church... 
While we provide 
health care, housing 
and supportive ser-
vices, what is most 
important is that we are 
a ministry, a spiritual community. The 
phrase also says we are a ministry of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. While we 
serve all people, we are a ministry of one 
specific church, the Brethren in Christ 
Church. We are accountable to the church 
and we are here to serve the older mem-
bers of the church. The Village is one 
way that the church practices what the 
book of James calls true religion—caring 
for widows. 1 believe we will be a 
stronger organization as we continue to 
affiliate with the church. 
The second phrase is...is committed 
to providing high quality services and 
care... 
We may never achieve this goal to 
everyone's satisfaction, but it must be a 
goal. The reason we exist is to serve cur-
rent and future residents and clients. We 
must provide high quality services to sat-
isfy the persons to whom we minister. 
And the final phrase is ...Christ-like 
love and concern... 
Christ is our model. He is the one by 
which we evaluate our thoughts and 
behavior. We attempt to care and relate to 
others as Christ would. We love as Christ 
does. This means at times we show love 
by being graceful and caring, and at other 
times it means we may discipline or con-
front. 
As your new president, I commit my 
energy and abilities to carrying out the 
mission of Messiah Village. I commit 
myself to this ministry of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, to seeking high quality 
services, and to encouraging Christ-like 
love and concern. My hope and prayer is 
that I will provide the same level of 
vision and leadership as provided by 
George Kibler and other leaders of the 
Village during their tenure. 
One of the special privileges of being 
president is getting to know you, the res-
idents. I have learned much from older 
persons and I look forward to learning 
much from you. I have been impressed by 
your variety of life experiences and your 
commitment to God, the church, your 
families, and the Village. Thank you for 
your witness to me. You challenge me to 
strengthen my relationship to Christ, my 
family, and my friends. 
I would ask that you continue to pray 
that I will have wisdom and love as I ful-
fill my role as president. Please also pray 
for Ruth, my wife, and for Ben and Katie. 
We are experiencing many changes, 
moving to a new home next month, start-
ing a new school, making new friends, 
attending a new congregation, and begin-
ning new work situations. We are excited 
George and Rachel Kibler serving in Zambia 
Rev. George Kibler, who served as president of 
Messiah Village for 22 years, and his wife Rachel 
accepted a call to return to Zambia following his res-
ignation from the Village leadership position. 
The Kiblers had served with Brethren in Christ 
World Missions in Zambia from 1959 to 1972. They 
are now living at Nahumba Mission where they serve 
as missions host/hostess, treasurer for missions funds, 
and have an evangelism and church planting role with 
the Zambian Brethren in Christ Church. 
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ministry of promoting economic devel-
opment in villages around the world, 
while offering its customers a very wide 
selection of gift items. 
The Christian Light Bookstore is locat-
ed at 2320 Industrial Highway (beside 
McDonalds, on the corner of Industrial 
Highway and Memory Lane) and is open 
from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily, 
except Sunday. The total inventory in the 
store will be about double what was in the 
downtown store. Every department is 
Christian Light Bookstore moves and modernizes 
The Christian Light Bookstore in 
York, Pa., moved from its downtown 
location to the northern edge of town the 
end of June. In making the move, they 
more than doubled in size and became 
the premiere store in the chain. The build-
ing is 12,600 square feet in size and has 
over 8,000 square feet of retail space. The 
bookstore includes 
a first-class cap-
puccino bar, The 
Gathering Place, 
which provides a 
place where small 
groups can come 
to discuss issues in 
a gracious atmo-
sphere. The Gath-
ering Place is a 
wonderful setting 
for a Bible study 
group to meet as 
well as individuals wanting a place for 
relaxation and reflection. 
In addition to the normal products 
found in a Christian bookstore, there is 
also a significant section of SELFHELP 
Crafts of the World. This department 
allows Christian Light Bookstores to sup-
port Mennonite Central Committee's 
enlarged in size and scope of prod-
ucts. In addition to the gifts and the 
cappuccino bar featuring a wide 
variety of coffee, teas, and other 
beverages, there are significant 
book and Bible departments. The 
Christian Light Bookstore in York 
is undoubtedly the largest and most 
comprehensively-stocked Christian 
bookstore in the area. 
A grand opening celebration is 
planned for August 7-12. 
Lesher installed... 
continued from page 23 
by the changes and believe God's hand is 
in these changes. The decision to become 
President and move to this area continues 
to be confirmed in many ways. We have 
a clear sense of call that this is what we 
are to be doing at this time of our lives. 
Excerpts from Dr. Lesher's remarks 
during the community service 
Messiah Village has been an organi-
zation for 99 years. During these 99 years 
the Village has not held static. For exam-
ple, it has changed its name several times, 
moved to several locations, and changed 
its methods of care. However, with all 
these changes it has also remained the 
same—it has continued to be a ministry. 
It has changed how it provides care, but it 
has stayed the same in that it is a ministry 
to older adults in 1995, just as it was in 
1896. For example, Messiah Village is a 
continuing care retirement community 
with four different levels of care; we pro-
vide health care and other services to 750 
residents; we generate about 15 million 
dollars in revenues each year; and we are 
an employer of over 500 people. But at 
our core we are and must continue to be a 
spiritual ministry of caring. I believe or-
ganizations that maintain their spiritual 
roots and identity, yet are open to learn 
and adopt new methods, will not only 
survive, but thrive.... 
In thinking about an organization one 
must ask the question—does it provide a 
needed service? Is it truly a ministry? Is 
there a reason for it to exist? While only 
God knows the future, the demographics 
of our society indicate we are rapidly 
becoming an aging society. But if you 
think there are a lot of older adults and 
aging services now, just wait until the 
Baby Boom generation turns 65 in 2011— 
it is the largest generation ever, with 76 
million people. The need for services for 
and with older people is only beginning. 
There will always be a need to minister to 
and with older people. The way we do it 
will change, but the ministry will always 
be necessary.... 
I thank you for the support many of 
you have given to the Village for many 
years. You who support us are a great 
asset to this ministry. We will need your 
support in the years and decades to come. 
The methods will change, but the need 
for ministry will continue. For the past 20 
years the Village has focused on devel-
oping this 75 acres. We are now in the 
process of determining what we should 
focus on for the next 20 years. I hope you 
will join us as we focus our energies for 
what lies ahead. • 






by Mark Beach 
On a mountainside overlook-
ing the CSX Railroad switching 
yards, Frank Stoffle watches 
workers finish framing a house 
and begin constructing walls and 
a roof. 
The frenetic sounds of ham-
mers and electric saws mix with 
the drone of diesel engines and the "thud" 
of coal-laden rail cars being attached in 
train yards below. The coal will eventu-
ally flow out of these narrow Kentucky 
mountains to power companies in the 
South and North. 
The house, in its third day of con-
struction, is being built for a low-income 
family by 14 volunteers from a North 
Carolina church. By the weekend, it will 
have been transformed from its block 
foundation to an enclosed, albeit unfin-
ished, dwelling. 
For Stoffle, who works with the low-
income housing organization sponsoring 
the project, the new house reaffirms a 
commitment he and his wife, Janet, have 
made to this mountainous region of east-
ern Kentucky. Along with their three chil-
dren, the Stoffles abandoned a lucrative 
building business near Atlanta, Ga., in 
exchange for the more spartan lifestyle 
of service in Harlan County with MCC 
U.S. 
Stoffle directs COAP, Christian Out-
reach to Appalachian People, based in 
Harlan. Organized in 1984, COAP grew 
out of a local, interdenominational 
response to destruction of homes by 1977 
f looding. Af te r the f lood, MCC 
Appalachia and Mennonite Disaster Ser-
vice volunteers saw a need for continuing 
efforts in home repair and housing con-
struction for low-income families. 
Since then, COAP and its predeces-
sor, Christian Family Housing Services, 
have served nearly 450 Harlan County 
families—repairing roofs, providing elec-
trical wiring, siding and weatherization, 
updating septic systems, and construct-
ing new homes. In 1994, COAP assisted 
almost 100 families. Much of COAP's 
funding comes from local churches, char-
itable organizations, the Farmer's Home 
Administration, and Kentucky Housing 
Corporation. 
The Stoffle's long journey to COAP 
reached a crossroads several years ago 
when Frank was completing work on a 
mammoth 9,000-square-foot house out-
side Atlanta. 
The house stood 160 feet long and had 
seven bathrooms. A family of three 
planned to move into the house. Stoffle 
thought at the time. What are they going 
to do in this house? "It was sad," he says. 
His revelation rattled some of the 
foundations beneath the life he and Janet 
were leading. "Jesus made it pretty clear 
when he talked about the eye and the nee-
dle," Stoffle says. 
They knew a change had to come. If 
they were going to build homes, they 
wanted to use their hammer and nails for 
people without secure shelter. In Harlan 
County, the Stoffles discovered no short-
age of those in need of improved housing, 
only a shortage of time and resources to 
meet the demands. 
Eastern Kentucky's housing problem 
results from persistent poverty and high 
unemployment over the past two genera-
tions. In a place where coal mining has 
brought most of the jobs, Harlan Coun-
ty's unemployment rate remains stub-
bornly high at 14 percent, despite sharp 
increases in coal production. The unoffi-
cial unemployment rate, which includes 
discouraged workers, is closer to 50 per-
cent, according to COAP statistics. 
The quality and availability of housing 
have improved since the 1960s' War on 
Poverty. In 1970, nearly 40 percent of all 
homes in eastern Kentucky lacked ade-
quate indoor plumbing facilities. Today 
only 10 percent of all homes lack com-
plete plumbing. 
Despite such advances, the U.S. gov-
MCC worker and COAP 
director Frank Stoffle, left, 
and COAP carpenter John-
ny Joseph, of Harlan, work 
on a house. 
ernment declared 63 per-
cent of Harlan County's 
housing substandard in 
1990, according to Stof-
fle. "The more work we 
do," Stoffle says, "the 
more applicants we 
have." 
COAP, for its part, 
has chosen to provide 
"safe, warm, and dry 
housing for very-low 
income" people, people 
without the resources to repair or replace 
their homes. "Half of COAP's clients in 
1992 were elderly women," Stoffle 
relates. 
COAP has offered some employment 
relief by hiring nine full-time local car-
penters and using local subcontractors. 
But it remains a drop in the unemploy-
ment bucket for the region. "We have a 
stack of applications for jobs paying 
$4.50 per hour," Stoffle says. 
Harlan County has become the Stof-
fle's new long-term home. Going beyond 
the normally limited MCC term, the Stof-
fles plan to continue repairing houses and 
constructing new ones. Frank Stoffle 
arrived in Harlan with an important con-
nection to the region. His mother was 
born in nearby Lynch, the same place 
where his grandfather is buried. 
Mark Beach, free-lance writer and photo-
grapher based in Lancaster, Pa., visited MCC 
Appalachia programs in September 1994. 
Position Opening-Executive Director 
Mennonite Health Services invites appli-
cations for the position of Executive Director. 
Qualifications include Christian commitment 
and participation in an Anabaptist congrega-
tion; administrative, organizational and mar-
keting skills; budget experience; comfort with 
many publics; enthusiasm and energy. 
Responsibilities include providing vision-
ary leadership and expanding services for 
MHS, an organization which relates to health 
providers (including hospitals, retirement facil-
ities, mental health, and developmental dis-
abilities providers). Some overnight travel 
required. 
Send letter of interest and resumes by Aug. 
8 to: 
Arlene M. Mark 
29222 Frailey Drive 
Elkhart, IN 46514-1121 




Two VPs resign 
Two longtime familiar faces in upper-
level administration have announced their 
resignations. Jay Barnes, vice president of 
student development, and Ron Long, vice 
president for admissions, financial aid, 
and communications, are both leaving the 
college this summer. Both are members 
of the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church. 
Jay served as chairman of the church 
board for a number of years and Ron has 
been minister of music at the church for 
25 years. 
After 15 years at Messiah, Jay Barnes 
has accepted the position of Provost at 
Bethel College 
(Minn.) There he 
will oversee both 
academic and co-
curricular pro-
grams. He begins 
his new assign-
ment on August 1. 
His wife Barbara 
plans to remain in 
Pennsylvania for 
another year with their youngest son 
Mark, who will graduate from high 
school next June. "Bethel has generously 
provided me with six round-trip plane 
tickets," explains Jay, "and I'll probably 
make a few additional trips at my own 
expense as well." 
Phil Lawlis, director of counseling, 
who has worked for Jay during his entire 
15-year career at the college, believes 
Jay's departure is a great loss to the col-
lege. "I've dealt with many deans of stu-
dents in my work, and Jay is one of the 
most widely respected people in student 
development in Christian colleges across 
the nation. When I've interviewed people 
interested in working here, one of the 
draws was always the opportunity to 
work for Jay. He's an idea person with a 
broad understanding of not only student 
development but human nature. He deals 
with people with great patience. I think 
he's unmatched in his field." 
Ron Long left the college on June 30. 
His career at Messiah began in 1968 
when, as a member of the Brethren in 
Christ Church, he elected to perform vol-
untary service at the college during the 
Vietnam War. After six months in main-
tenance, Ron was recruited by the admis-
sions director to serve as an admissions 
counselor and, because of his academic 
background in music, direct the music 
ministry teams. From 1970-75 he taught 
music theory and composition. In 1976, 
when enrollment stood at 1,002 students, 
he began overseeing admissions and 
financial aid. During the 1980s, the col-
lege enrolled an average of 99 additional 
students every year, thereby doubling en-
rollment in one decade. Ron also served 
as managing edi-
tor of The Bridge 
for the past 15 years 
and coordinated 
the college's Cul-





ed that Ron "has faithfully served Messi-
ah College for almost 27 years. He has 
worked tirelessly in admissions and 
financial aid and deserves much credit 
for the incredible enrollment growth this 
college has experienced during his tenure. 
For this we owe him a great debt of grat-
itude. We wish him God's richest bless-
ing in whatever position he next chooses 
to serve." 
Ron says he doesn't know what lies 
ahead, though he does plan to continue as 
minister of music at the Grantham Church. 
"My wife is encouraging me to compose 
and publish music again. And I'm think-
ing about entering the Harrisburg mara-
thon." He smiles, "In the words of Monty 
Python, 'And now for something com-
pletely different.'" 
Bill Strausbaugh, former assistant to 
the president, has assumed the newly-
titled position of vice president for enroll-
ment management. A new vice president 
for community relations, John Gredy 
from Trinity International University (Illi-
nois), will arrive September 1 to oversee 
communications. 
A replacement for Jay will not be sought 
Church to get new home; convocation center projected 
The Grantham Brethren in Christ Church on the Messiah cam-
pus is changing homes. The congregation voted on June 5 to 
build a new church on college property behind the Brethren in 
Christ denominational building. 
Over the past two years, church members have been plan-
ning for an addition to their present building. They spent approx-
imately $60,000 on architect's plans for an educational wing and 
conducted an in-house campaign to raise the funds to build it. 
But last fall the college's new president expressed his vision 
for a convocation center large enough for the entire college com-
munity to worship in together. The college asked the Troyer 
Group of Indiana to look at the overall campus layout and suggest 
possible sites for the proposed convocation center. One of the 
prime locations identified included the Grantham Church. And, 
because of the size of the proposed center, the group advocated 
making the center of campus a traffic-free zone, eliminating both 
the road and the parking spaces in front of the church. 
Out of concern for its elder members who, in the future, would 
need to park far away and walk some distance to church, the con-
gregation began rethinking its plan to expand and started to con-






C h u r c h 
received a 
letter from 
G a l e n 
O a k e s , 
chairman 
of the col-
lege Board of Trustees, offering to open a discussion between the 
college and the church about their respective building plans. 
Although the church owns its building, the land it sits on 
belongs to the college. The college offered the church $2.7 mil-
lion for its building plus reimbursement for architect fees. It also 
offered either a long-term lease on the new property or an outright 
grant of the land with the college keeping the right of first refusal 
should the church ever decide to sell. The church voted to accept 
the latter offer. 
26 Evangelical Visitor 
until a new provost is hired. The search 
for a provost was recently extended into 
the 1995-96 school year. In the mean-
time, John Addleman, assistant professor 
of psychology, has been appointed acting 
dean of students on a half-time basis. 
Professor shares in exhibit 
accepted by Vatican Museum 
Last spring. Christians in the Visual 
Arts (CIVA) received word that the 
CIVA Italy portfolio, Sacrifice, had been 
accepted for the Vatican Museum of Con-
temporary Religious Art. The portfolio 
of 30 etchings was created by six artists 
associated with CIVA. Ted Prescott, 
chair of the Visual and Theatrical Arts 
Department and a professor of art at Mes-
siah College, designed and executed the 
presentation box for the portfolio. 
During the summer of 1993 seven pro-
fessional artists engaged in a collabora-
tive printmaking project in Florence, 
Italy. The specific artistic purpose of the 
workshop was to produce a portfolio of 
about twenty intaglio prints, all of which 
were to take biblical narratives of sacri-
fice as their point of departure. The proj-
ect received the endorsement of CIVA, 
an international organization of Christian 
artists, and was funded by a grant from a 
private foundation. 
A primary motivation for the project 
was the pleasure and mutual encourage-
ment that a group of Christian artists— 
usually working in isolation—might 
experience during a retreat-like period of 
shared fellowship and common work. In 
the contemporary cultural landscape, 
Christian artists—however talented they 
may be—often find themselves marginal-
ized both by the powers that be in the 
secular art world establishment (including 
gallery owners, museum curators, and art 
journalists), and by the Christian subcul-
ture, whose patronage and appreciation 
they might have reason to expect. 
The first purpose of the printmaking 
project was to create a portfolio of pow-
erful images expressing the validity and 
authority of the scriptural narrative in elu-
cidating the experience of contemporary 
people. The second purpose was to 
explore whether such artistic creation can 
emerge from a community of artists who 
define their identity first of all as sisters 
and brothers in the body of Christ. 
Messiah to participate in Global 
Stewardship Initiative 
Messiah College has been selected to 
participate in The Pew Global Steward-
ship Initiative. Over the next two years, 
12 colleges and universities of the Coali-
tion for Christian Colleges and Universi-
ties will engage in a series of projects 
exploring a variety of environmental 
problems and solutions. The grant of 
$200,000 from The Pew Charitable 
Trusts will fund 18 interdisciplinary proj-
ects and several information-sharing con-
ferences, the first of which will be held 
this August. 
Dr. Joseph Sheldon, professor of biol-
ogy and director of the environmental sci-
ence program at Messiah, prepared a pro-
posal that addresses the Judeo-Christian 
environmental ethic as it is expressed in 
the college's Community Covenant. 
"The benefits and responsibilities of 
living under the Lordship of Christ focus 
also on our relationship with God's cre-
ation.... As stewards we are to be faithful 
in preserving the environment and in 
maintaining the balances within the cre-
ation order. We are to use our intellect 
and creativity to preserve and enhance 
the creation, using its resources prudent-
ly in light of uncertain limits to history 
and life as we know it." 
In this age dominated by secular 
humanism, even non-Christians are com-
ing to realize the value and strength of the 
Judeo-Christian environmental ethic. J. 
Baird Ellicot, author of the leading grad-
uate text on conservation biology, asserts 
that, "The Judeo-Christian stewardship 
environmental ethic is especially elegant 
and powerful. It also exquisitely matches 
the ethical requirements of conservation 
biology, and confers objective intrinsic 
value on nature in the clearest and most 
unambiguous of ways: by divine decree." 
The college's participation in the ini-
Mennonite Central Committee, 
the devil, and the Internet 
by Ryan Rempel 
OTTAWA, Ont.—Asked why he 
set hymn texts to secular tunes, Martin 
Luther once rejoined, "Why should the 
devil have all the good music?" 
Browsing the World Wide Web on 
the Internet one day, it occurred to me 
tiative will not be limited to the special-
ized fields of environmental science and 
environmental engineering, but range 
from literature and the arts to politics and 
the social sciences. A major goal of this 
program is to implement the initiative's 
goals throughout the general curriculum 
of the college. Dr. Sheldon believes that 
long-term solutions to the environmental 
crisis will not come from the fields of 
science and technology. Instead such 
solutions must come from a society that 
operates from "a world view that is com-
patible with global sustainability." 
To instill such a world view in stu-
dents, the Judeo-Christian environmen-
tal ethic must be integrated into all as-
pects of the curriculum. With this effort, 
Messiah intends to provide opportunities 
for graduates to move broadly into the 
environmental arena—an area which has 
historically been ignored by the church. 
The most concentrated focus of the 
proposal centers on the newly created 
environmental science major. In addition, 
two minors within the Natural Sciences 
Department are in the process of being 
created; environmental science and envi-
ronmental studies. 
To support this new major and its sup-
porting minors, a major addition to Kline 
Hall Of Science is planned for the next 
three to five years. This $3.5 million addi-
tion will house the recently acquired 
African and North American Mammals 
collection, which includes pieces which 
the Smithsonian Institution unsuccessful-
ly attempted to acquire from the donor. 
that there was no reason for the devil to 
have a monopoly on sophisticated com-
munication technology either. 
The World Wide Web is something 
quite capable of grabbing the imagina-
tion. Text, pictures, sounds, available 
on computers all over the world on the 
Internet, with links that organize the 
material and lead the browser from 
place to place. I wondered: Why 
couldn't Mennonite Central Commit-
tee be one of those places? 
Since my wife, Joanne Epp, works 
at MCC Canada's Ottawa Office, I 
cajoled her into giving me the Ottawa 
Notebook articles she had written as 
part of her work. I created a World 
Wide Web site for the office. A few 
continued on page 28 
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j^)iscipleship for the 21st Century 
The truly 
Great Society 
(Column editor's note: this article is 
abridged from a sermon delivered on 
Mother's Day 1995 by Sam Hollings-
worth, pastor of the Fairview Brethren in 
Christ Church, Englewood, Ohio—SMB) 
Charles Swindoll quotes Alvin Tof-
fler: "...the role system that held industri-
al civilization together is in crisis. This 
we see most dramatically in the struggle 
to redefine sex roles. In the women's 
movement, in the demands for the legal-
ization of homosexuality, in the spread 
of unisex fashions, we see a continual 
blurring of traditional expectations for 
the sexes." Swindoll continues: "The sep-
arate distinction of male and female is 
not merely a 'traditional expectation'; it's 
a biblical precept. When male and female 
roles get sufficiently blurred, confusion 
and chaos replace decency and order." 
A great society—civilization with 
even a modicum of health and hope for a 
future, for that matter—must have men 
and women who live the way God means 
for them to. From conception through 
early childhood and adolescence, our lit-
tle girls and boys must be surrounded by 
women and men who are truly fulfilling 
their God-ordained roles. So do we want 
the truly great society? When men are 
clearly men and women are clearly 
women: then God makes a great society. 
But the fallenness of man is catching 
us in an awful grip here at the end of the 
second millennium A.D. We have seeded 
the winds, and a great whirlwind is brew-
ing. Unless a blessed counterwind gener-
ates, our 200-year experiment as a demo-
cratic republic could well come to a dis-
appointing, devastating end. 
The prophet Jeremiah's words are as 
much God's Word for us as they were to 
those he spoke them to: "Have you not 
brought this upon yourself by forsaking 
the Lord your God, when he led you in 
the way?... Know and see that it is evil 
and bitter for you to forsake the Lord 
your God.... Your ways and your doings 
have brought this upon you. This is your 
doom; how bitter it is.... Hear, O earth; I 
am going to bring disaster on this people, 
the fruit of their schemes, because they 
have not given heed to my words; and as 
for my teaching, they have rejected it" 
(NRSV). 
Men, fulfill your role—be masculine! 
It's ultra-important that men be men. 
Swindoll is concerned about "vanishing 
masculinity." He documents how sex 
roles are being deliberately blended by 
MCC, the Internet... 
continued from page 27 
weeks later, John Longhurst of MCC 
Communications was in town. I showed 
him the site and asked if there was any-
thing else that MCC might be interested 
in making available over the Internet. 
How little I knew of MCC's capaci-
ty to generate information! First one 
press release, then a batch, and then 
another. Submissions to parliamentary 
committees, essays, the video resource 
catalogue, a guide to Mennonites in 
Canada and more came to me via e-
mail. More information is arriving for 
the site every week. 
But what if you built a World Wide 
Web site and no one came? Fortunately, 
I haven't had to answer this question. 
Since the official announcement on 
April 3, there hasn't been a single day 
without someone visiting the site. So 
far, items on the site have been ac-
cessed more than 3,000 times in total. 
Some people are leaving comments in 
the guestbook on the site. 
Maintaining the site has turned into 
quite an elaborate hobby, but that's 
more or less what I was looking for 
when I started. The material is intrin-
sically interesting, and it is nice to be 
able to harness a few of my interests 
for some good purpose. Making new 
acquaintances around the world is 
pleasant as well. 
You can visit the MCC site at 
http://www.mennonitecc.ca/mcc/ or 
look it up in many of the standard in-
dexes to the World Wide Web. 
Ryan Rempel is a member of the 
Ottawa (Ont.) Mennonite Church. He can 
be reached at rgrempel@magi.com. 
movers and shakers in the worlds of the 
arts and entertainment, the media, and 
fashion. Androgyny is chic. So the first 
order of business is to understand what 
masculinity is—or better, what it isn't! 
What does a man look like who is ful-
filling his God-ordained role to be mas-
culine? Does he resemble Archie Bunker, 
or 0. J.? Are prejudice, selfishness and 
dogmatism synonyms of manhood? Is it 
who spits tobacco juice the farthest and 
spews profanity the loudest? Are these 
the he-men who will usher us to the truly 
great society? 
Listen to Swindoll as he passionately 
describes genuine masculinity: "I'm talk-
ing about men who are discerning, deci-
sive, stronghearted, who know where 
they are going and are confident enough 
in themselves (and their God) to get there. 
Men who aren't afraid to take the lead, to 
stand tall, firm in their principles, even 
when the going gets tough... Such quali-
ties not only inspire the respect of 
women, they also engender healthy admi-
ration among younger men and boys who 
hunger for heroes. We need clear-think-
ing, hard-working, straight-talking men 
who, while tender, thoughtful and lov-
ing, don't feel the need to ask permission 
for taking charge. Such men are fast 
becoming an endangered species." 
In Psalm 128, God describes the fam-
ily led by a man who celebrates his mas-
culinity and fulfills his role as a husband 
and father with grace and gusto. God 
pours out his benefits on true masculini-
ty-
Women, fulfill your role—be femi-
nine! Let me urge every woman here to 
keep up the most important work in the 
world. The influence of God-anointed 
femininity has done more to bless the 
world (i.e., benefit society) than any other 
one contribution. As critical as it is for 
men to be clearly men, women being 
clearly women is even more critical. 
Why do we keep fighting what Steven 
Goldberg calls "the central fact"? And 
what is that fact? God chose to create 
humanity as male and female—two dis-
tinct biological natures. After every-
thing's said and done, thank God, there's 
a beautiful simplicity for us. Men, in 
Christ's blessing, celebrate your man-
hood. Women, in Jesus' grace, celebrate 
your womanhood. Then God will make 
the truly great society. 
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Paul, my friend, 
You came to mind on last week's backpacking trip, 
thanks in part to a Midnight Oil tune. "You can call me 
Peter—call me Paul. Don' t put me up on the bedroom 
wall. Call me king of the mountain." We may not have 
been kings, but it was a lot of fun traversing those peaks. 
It was fairly low-key as adventures go; I remember 
thinking how strange it was that I was trying to plan my 
Sunday school lesson while bouldering at 10,000 feet with 
a fifty-pound pack and snowshoes strapped to my back. I 
would have thought I 'd have other things on my mind. 
Oddly enough, I was thinking about Shadrach, Meshack, 
and Abednego being thrown into the fiery furnace. (I won-
der if there was a connection between their escape and my 
wanting to get off those rocks?) Their response to Neb-
uchadnezzar was so classic. "If we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from 
it, and he will rescue us from your 
hand, O king. But even if he does not, 
we want you to know, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods...." That's 
outstanding. Who are we to command 
the actions of God or to base our faith 
on our own agendas? 
I've been working on that kind of 
unconditional trust. This may be a lit-
tle bent, but I envision Christ being a 
contemporary of mine, running 
around in athletic sandals, sunglasses, 
and an oversized university sweat-
shirt. The two of us invariably end up 
looking over the edge of an enormous 
cliff when he turns to me and asks, "Do you trust me?" He 
grins and nods at the edge before I can answer. "Then 
jump," he says. I 'm not sure why I have to go first, but 
I 've gotten used to it. I guess it's so I won't be up there 
alone if I wimp out. Anyway, he always jumps right after I 
do and we both have these enormous grins on our faces. 
Then I 'm barely picking myself up off the ground and 
he's headed up the next peak. (Is this what Bonhoeffer 
was talking about when he said, "When Christ calls a 
man, he bids him come and die.") 
As much as I hate to admit it, though, my life is pretty 
uneventful. I can't think of anything thus far that's ever 
really shaken my faith. Christ's example about the vine 
and branches came to mind the other night for some rea-
son. I had to ask myself how thick my branch was. I 
mean, if someone comes pulling on it, I want a momma-
large branch going into that vine. I don' t know how strong 
it actually is, but since that night, I've felt a real need to 
hold onto God with both hands. "If anyone does not 
remain [on the vine], he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown 
into the fire and burned." (That's kind of a bizarre parallel 
to the passage from Daniel, don't you think?) 
This last backpacking trip really demonstrated the 
importance of being firmly anchored. It was an outstand-
ing trip and mostly safe, but one of the guys almost fell 
off the mountain. He planted his ice axe ok, but he didn't 
have his hand through the wrist strap. He finally stopped 
about twenty feet below the axe after totally trashing his 
finger tips on the ice. To add insult to injury, he dropped 
our topological map when he fell. It's somewhere in the 
box canyon below Nunshall Pass—we never found it. 
Luckily, we had been in that area earlier in the week and 
had a good idea of where we were 
headed (even though we had lost the 
trail the day before in the snow). The 
neat thing was that at the one place 
we didn't know which way to go, my 
friend Steve is sure he saw footprints. 
I laughed when he told me—that 
would have been the cloud of smoke 
or the pillar of fire I was praying for. 
I find that I quite often take the 
path of most resistance. I don't know 
if I 'm stupid or just believe Niet-
zsche's "what doesn't kill you only 
makes you stronger." (I feel like I 'm 
becoming more moderate in my old 
age—I tabled trying to ride my bike down the stairs yes-
terday after only two attempts.) It's not the adrenaline 
rush, though. I actually think of it as a form of training. 
Who knows when you'll have to do something like that in 
an emergency? That may not make a lot of sense, but you 
know what I mean. It's kind of the Beowulf sentiment that 
"foreign countries are most profitably visited by one who 
is himself of merit." 
In any event, a comfortable life or a safe landing isn't 
the issue. The critical thing is trusting God enough to 
jump when he says "jump." It's like my three Old Testa-
ment friends said, "The God we serve is able to save 
us...but even if he does not...." Praise be to him "who is 
able to keep you from falling and to present you before his 
glorious presence without fault and with great joy." 
Peace 
O. 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked " Personal-Not for Publication." 
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school lesson while 
bouldering at 10,000 
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pack and snowshoes 
strapped to my back. 
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It's Our Vision: 
A Perspective 
by Roger Lloyd Williams 
Perspective is an interesting thing. I 
heard a story of a theological student 
who, when asked, "Was the Reformation 
a positive change for the Church?" 
replied, "It's too early to tell." Lars Dun-
berg, president of the International Bible 
Society, wrote, "We in the West focus on 
our rights, our freedoms, our privileges. 
Chinese Christians, for the most part, live 
out their faith under whatever conditions 
exist for them." To the Nazi hierarchy, 
Dietrich Bonhofer deserved the death 
penalty—to the Christian, he was inno-
cent of crime and died a martyr's death. 
Denominations have been formed 
because of someone reading the Scrip-
tures from a different perspective. Dr. 
Martin Luther began the Reformation 
after reading the Bible with a different 
perspective from his peers and predeces-
sors in the Catholic church. 
A pastor setting goals for a congrega-
tion thinks through them from a specific 
pastoral and personal perspective. The 
pastor's perspective may or may not be 
consistent with prevailing views of the 
church board or congregation. The fur-
ther the two are apart, the harder it is to 
get them working together. Sometimes 
people can have the same goals, like bal-
ancing the federal budget, but their per-
spectives on methodology are so different 
that they can't agree on getting on the 
road to meeting the common goal. 
The vision of the Brethren in Christ 
Leadership Council of "250 growing, dis-
cipling and sending congregations by AD 
2000" can be—indeed will be—viewed 
from many perspectives. Here's a few. 
There's the personal perspective, e.g. 
"I'm pumped up on serving and disciple-
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
ship and that's where I'm going to ex-
pend my energies." Go for it! 
There's the corporate view, "Jesus 
gave us the great commission. Therefore, 
we need to get an evangelism committee 
organized." Go for it! 
And, dare I say it, there's the its-gotta-
be-my-idea perspective, "I'm not sure we 
want someone else telling us what we 
should be doing in our congregation." 
Don't fall for it! 
Here's my perspective on this vision. 
The Leadership Council prayerfully and 
thoughtfully put the words together that 
say, "250 growing, discipling and send-
ing congregations by AD 2000." The 
tasks described in this vision are rooted 
in the Bible where we are entreated to 
evangelize, to disciple others, and to send 
servants to the far corners of the world. 
The purpose statement of the Brethren in 
Christ Church states we are "to foster a 
fellowship of believers whose objective is 
to worship and obey the triune God and 
to proclaim His gospel to all people." In 
the recent past, many regional conference 
and congregational discussions have also 
revolved around the work of discipling, 
growing and sending. These are simply 
things that we are called to do. 
The Leadership Council didn't invent 
the concept of growing congregations. 
They didn't brainstorm into existence the 
idea of discipleship. They didn't have a 
consultant tell them they should be send-
ing disciples to bring the Good News to 
all people. These concepts came from 
simply asking the question, "What does 
the Bible say we are to be about?" 
Now the Leadership Council is a 
group of bright, talented, and dedicated 
people and they deserve credit for some-
thing. While the Bible, Brethren in Christ 
history, individual and congregational 
perspectives, and purpose statements 
were the source of most of the vision, the 
Leadership Council did come up with 
the number 250. This is a great 
number. It will stretch the 
denomination. However, I 
sense there is sufficient 
energy in Brethren in 
Christ churches to exceed 
that goal. When I go to 
regional conferences, talk 
with bishops and visit pas-
tors, I sense there is signifi-
cant enthusiasm for growing, 
discipling, and sending. Most important-
ly, this energy is being expended in 
Christ's name. 
Let's support the vision—it's what we 
are called to do. 




Here's a vision you '11 be glad knowing. 
It'll get Brethren in Christ up and going. 
250 congregations by AD 2000 is no 
small feat. 
Brethren in Christ will have to get off 
their seat. 
We Brethren in Christ are to help the 
poor. 
As disciples we 're encouraged to do even 
more. 
Our congregations are to love, care and 
increase giving. 
We 're asked to model reconciliation and 
peaceful living. 
It's not good to be inward looking. 
Our churches should reach out and get 
things cooking. 
Brethren in Christ are to be in the com-
munity. 
And, when others look, a glimpse of 
Christ they '11 see. 
Each congregation should bring folks to 
the Cross. 
Our congregations should be a light for 
the lost. 
If our beacon is seen, we'll surely grow. 
Because Christ has commanded us to get 
up and go. 
We pray our vision of250 growing con-
gregations, 
That are sending and discipling in many 
nations, 
Is the right thing that we are addressing 
And we willfully receive Christ's holy 
blessing. 
Amen! 
Roger Williams is executive 
director of the Board for Media 
Ministries of the Brethren in 
Christ Church and, as such, is 
a member of the Leadership 
Council. 
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'diPoria! 
"I enjoy reading the 
Visitor because... " 
Send us a note finishing 
this sentence in approxi-
mately 25 words. We 
will have a random 
drawing from all entries 
postmarked by August 
30, with ten persons 
receiving a one-year free 
renewal of their sub-
scription. (Note that this 
is a random drawing and 
is not based on how well 
you write. Lifetime sub-
scribers will be given an 
opportunity to give a 
free one-year subscrip-
tion to a friend.) 
All entries become the 
property of the Evangel-
ical Visitor and may be 
used in the fall Visitor 
subscription campaign. 
(We do not plan to pub-
lish your name with your 
comments unless you 
say you would like to be 
an "official endorser.") 
Mail your entry to: 
"I enjoy the Visitor" 
Evangelical Visitor 
P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
Terribly funny? Perfectly awful? 
It's all in the eye of the beholder. 
For some time now we've been tossing around the idea of doing an issue of the Visitor on the subject of humor. An April issue would have been a natural, with April Fool's 
Day an obvious theme. But Easter often comes in April, and it never seemed appropriate to 
mix humor with articles about the crucifixion and resurrection. Joyful articles—yes. An 
Easter "humor" issue—no. 
But this has been a long, hot July filled with horrendous deadline pressures, and frankly, 
working with this issue has been a personal release. Of course, each of us have differing 
tastes when it comes to humor. I trust that you find something in this issue that brings a 
chuckle or at least a smile (and also hope you aren't terribly offended by anything you read 
here). I do find comfort in the proofreader's complaint: "How do you expect me to look for 
mistakes when I 'm laughing so hard that I have tears in my eyes?" 
Ienjoy collecting oxymorons which, unlike some other types of humor, are generally not mean-spirited. You've of course heard some of the "standards": jumbo shrimp...military 
intelligence...civil war. Here are a few more: normal adolescent...stop action...political 
promise...express mail...sight unseen...partially destroyed...fresh frozen...free with pur-
chase...impulsive planner...and one of my all-time favorites...genuine imitation. 
Typographical errors or other errors in language usage also bring a smile (unless they 
appear in something I 'm responsible for). In one instance, the church secretary (working 
on a typewriter instead of a computer) had used correction fluid to cover a typo in the 
order of worship but evidently was interrupted before typing in the correct letter. The line 
appeared: * USHERS WILL EAT THE LATECOMERS 
And, of course, there are the pithy sayings which somehow manage to embody a speck 
of truth in a humorous setting: 
"Friends may come and go, but enemies accumulate." 
"One seventh of your life is spent on Monday." 
"The other line always moves faster until you get in it." 
"Someone who thinks logically is a nice contrast to the real world." 
"Everything should be made as simple as possible, but no simpler." 
(I would love to credit the original sources for the material above, but unfortunately, 
they have been reprinted many times without attribution. I hereby take no credit for any of 
them, not even "It's hard to be nostalgic when you can't remember anything.") 
In case this is the first place you looked in this issue, be assured that there is some serious material in this month's Visitor. Let me call your attention to "God at work in our world" 
(pages 14-15) which reports on work being done by Jay Smith in London. Note the urgent 
call to pray for his work in the area of outreach to Muslims. G 
Pontius' 
w C Puddle 
Bul let ins and newslet ters 
reprinting "Pontius Puddle" 
must pay $10 for each use to 
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter 
Road, Goshen, IN 46526. 
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Write one or more 
of your suggested 
captions for this 
cartoon on a 
separate sheet of 
paper and mail 




P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
All entries become 
the property of the 
Evangelical Visitor, 
and may be published 
in a future issue of 
the Visitor. 
The top ten captions for this picture: 
10. This is fun! A silent auction for the old church piano. 
9. I don't think we'll ever agree on a starting time for the 
evening service. 
8. Pastor Dave wondered if his sermon on numerology 
perhaps had been misunderstood. 
7. The department heads' proposed budgets (in thousands 
of dollars); the finance committee's proposed depart-
ment budgets (in hundreds of dollars). 
6. Didn't you think Lilith McEIhaney's swan dive off the 
baptistry rated higher marks than those? 
5. Pastor Dave began to think that the special music had 
become too professional. 
4. How many angels can fit on the head of a pin? 
3. Pastor Dave had a different type of mid-term evaluation 
in mind. 
2. As close to a consensus as a Church Board can come. 
1. 
